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PREFACE. 
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AS Christianity is a subject in which mankind 
are deeply interested, it is highly becoming its vo- 
tarivs by all just and practicable means to advance 
its interests. ‘This has been in various ways suc- 
cessfully attempted, particularly during the last 
century, and the number of christian disciples has 
been greatly increased. It is now about eighty 
years since Mr. Joan Westey, Mr. Cuoarues WES- 
aey, and Mr. Georee WHITFIELD, commenced 
their missionary labors, which were attended with 
astonishing effects. Since that time the number of 
gospel missionaries has been constantly multiply- 
ing. ‘The Methodist denomination alone have 
at this time in the United States between seven and 
eight hundred, who are travelling to spread the 
gospel of Jesus Christ, and about the same number 
inthe British dominions. Other denominations ap- 
pear of late to be foliowing, in this point, their ex- 
ample, and are actually sending out missionaries - 
so that it may be truly said, «* Many are running to 
and fro, and knowledge is increasing.” But as 
there is yet, among many, a deficiency of divine 
knowledge, it is important that those who possess it 
should use their exertions to spread its influence— 
to discourage and suppress vice—to hold up motives 
to virtue and religion ; and thus promote the true 
interests of Christ’s kingdom. 


The use of Magazines published in numbers, for 
the purpose of diffusing useful and divine knowledge 
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iv. Preface. 


and i increasing the influence of the gospel, has beens 
long approved in christian communities, and is the 
most ready way for communicating accounts of re- 
vivals of religion, and of God’s providential deal- 
ings towards his creatures. ‘The publishers of this, 
having for their object a more general spread Of 
evangelical doctrine, and wishing to make the work 
as useful as possible, have judged it expedient to 
have it issued in small numbers, one ef which will 
be published’ every two months, making about 
six Ina year; hoping thereby to render it particu- 
Jarly advantageous to those who have but little 
time for reading. 
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THE 
NEW-ENGLAND 


MISSIONARY MAGAZINE. 


The Rev. Joun Westy being the first Methodist 
missionary, it is deemed expedient to begin this 
number with the following interesting sketch of 
his character and death, taken from Mr. Bourne’s 
Memoirs of his Life. 


“ OW that Mr. Wester has finished his course 

upon earth, (says Dr. Whitehead) I may be al- 
lowed to estimate his character, and the loss which the 
world has sustained by his death. Upona fair account, it 
appears to be such as not only annibilates all the re- 
preaches that have been cast upon him, but such as does 
honor to mankind, at the same time that it reproaches 
them. His natural and acquired abilities were both of 
the highest rank. His apprehensien was lively and dis- 
tinct; his learning extensive. His judgment, though not 
infallible, wasin most cases excellent. His mind was 
stedfast and resolute. His elocution was ready and clear, 
graceful and easy, accurate and uuzffected. Asa writer, 
his style, though unstudic«d and flowing with natural ease, 
for accuracy and perspicuity, was such as may vie with the 
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best writers inthe Englishlanguage. Though his tem- 
per was naturally warin, his manners were gentle, sim- 
ple and uniform. Never were such happy talents secend- 
ed by an unrelenting perseverance in those courses, 
which his singular endowments and his zealous love to 
the interests of mankind marked out for him. His con- 
stitution was excellent; aud never was a constitution less 
abused, less spared, or more excellently applied, in an ex- 
act subservience to the faculties of his mind. His labors 
and stucies were wonderful. The latter were not con- 
fined to theology only, but extended to every subject that 
tended either to the improvement, or rational entertain- 
ment of the mind. If we consider the reading which he 
discovers by itself, his writings and his other labors by 
themselves, any one of them will appear sufficient to 
have kept a person of ordinary application busy during 
his whole life. In short, the transactions of his life could 
never have been performed, without the utmost exertion 
of two qualities ; which depended, not upon his capacity, 
buton the uniform stedfastness of his resolution. These 
were, inflexible temperance and unexampled economy of 
time. In these, he was a pattern tothe age in which he 
lived ; and an example, to what a surprising extent a man 
may render himself useful to his generation, by temper- 
ance and punctuality. His friends and followers have no 
reason to be ashamed of the name of Methodist, which 
he has entailed upon them; as, for an uninterrupted 
course of years, he has given the world an instance of 
the possibility of living without wasting a single hour ; 
and of the advantage of a regular disitribution of time, 
in discharging the important duties and purposes of life. 
Few ages have more needed such a public testimony to 
the value of time ; and perhaps none have had a more 
conspicuous example of the perfection, to which the ime 
provement of it may be carried. Asa minister, his la- 
bors were unparalleled, and such as nothing could have 
supported him under, but the warmest zeal for the doc- 
trine which he taught, and for the eternal interests of 
mankind. He studied to be gentle, yet vigilant and taith- 
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preserved himself unprovoked, nay, even unruffied, im 
the midst of persecution, reproach, and all manner of a- 
buse, both of his person and name.. But let his own 
works praise him. He now enjoys the fruit of his labors, 
and that praise which he sought, notof men, but of God. 
Examine the general tenor of his life, and it will be found 
self-evidently inconsistent with his being.asslave to any 
one passion or pursuit that can fix a blemish on his char- 
acter. Of what use were the accumulation ef wealth to 
him, who, through his whole course, never allowed him- 
self to taste the repose of indolence, or even of the com- 
mon indulgences in the use of the necessaries of life. 
Free from the attachment of any party, the writer of this 
character, with a tear, pays it as a just tribute to the 
memory of a great and good man, who, when alive, was 
his friend.” 


Mr. Knox says, “ Very lately I had an opportunity for 
some days together, of observing Mr. Wesley with at- 
tention. I endeavored toconsider him, not so much with 
the eye of a friend, as with the impartiality of a philoso- 
pher: and I must declare, every hour I spent in his 
company afforded me fresh reasons foresteem and vene- 
ration. So fine an old manI neversaw. The happiness 
of his mind beamed forth in his countenance. Every 
look shewed how fully he enjoyed ‘ the gay remembrance 
of alife well spent :? and wherever he went, he diffused 
a portion of his own felicity. Easy andaffable in his de- 
meanor, he accommodated himself to every sort of com- 
pany, and showed how happily the most finished courtesy 
may be blended with the most perfect picty. In his con- 
versation, we might be at a loss whether to admire most, 
his fine classical taste, his extensive knowledge of men 
and things, or his overflowing goodness of heart. While 
the grave and serious were charmed with his wisdom, his 
sportive sallies of innocent mirth delighted even the 
young ; and both sawin his uninterrupted cheerfulness, 
the excellency of true religion. No applausive retro- 
spect to past times marked his present discontent. In 
him, even old age appeared delightful, like an evening 
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without a cloud; <¢nd it was impossible to observe him 
without,wishing frequently, “ may my latter end be like 
his !’’ But I find myself unequal to the task of delineat- 
ing such a character. What I have said, may to some 
appear as panegyric ; but there are members, ami those 
of taste and discernment too, who can bear witness to the 
truth, though means to the perfectness of the sketch 
which I have attempted. With such I have been fre- 
quently,amw his company ; and every one of them, I am 
persuaded, would subscribe to all 1 have said. For my 
¥en part, I never was so happy as while with him, and 
scarcely eyer felt more poignant regret than at parting 
from him ; for I well knew, “I never should look upon 
his like again.” 


The following was published in Woodfalls’ Diary. 


His indefatigable zeal in the discharge of his duty has 
been long witnessed by the world; but as mankind are 
always inclined to put an ungenerous construction on the 
exertion of singular talents, his motives were iniputed to 
the love of popularity, ambition and lucre. It now ap- 
pears that he was actuated by a disinterested regard to 
the immortal interests of mankind. He labored, and 
studied, and preached, and wrote, to propagate what he 
believed to be the Gospel of Christ. The intervals of 
these engagements were employed in governing and reg- 
ulating the concerns of his numerous societies ; in assist- 
ing the necessities, solving the difficulties, and sooti.ing 
the afflictions of his hearers. He observed so rigid atem- 
perance, and allowed himself so little repose, that he 
seemed to be above the infirmities of nature, and to act 
independent of the earthly tenement which he occupied. 
The recital of the eccurrences of every day of his life 
would be the greatest encomium. 


He was quailified to excel in every branch of litera- 
ture : he was well versed in the learned tongues, in met- 
aphysics, in oratory, in logic, in criticism, and in every 
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requisite of a christian minister. His style was nervous, 
clear and manly ; his preaching was pathetic and persua- 
sive; his journals are artless and interesting; and his 
composition and compilations to promote knowledge and 
piety were almost innumerable. 


I do net say he was without faults, or above mistakes ; 
but they were lost in the multitude of his excellencies and 
virtues, 


To gain the admiration of an ignor4nt and superstitious 
age, requires a little artifice and address only ; to stand 
the test of these times,when all pretentions to sanctity are 
stigmatized as hypocrisy, is a proof ef genuine piety, and 
real usefulness. His great object was to revive the ob- 
solete doctrines, and the extinguished spirit of the 
church of England ; and they who are its friends, cannot 
be his enemies. Yet for this he was treated asa fanatic 
and an impostor, and exposed to every species of slander 
and persecution. Even bishops and dignitaries entered 
the list against him: but he never declined the combat, 
and generally proved victorious.—After surviving al- 
most all his adversaries, and acquiring respect among 
those who were the most distant from his principles, he 
lived to see the plant which he had reared, spreading its 
branches far and wide, and inviting, not these kingdoms 
only, but the Western world to repose under its shade.— 
No sect, since the first ages of christianity could boast a 
founder of such extensive talents and endowments. If 
he had been a candidate for literary fame, he might have 
succeeded to his utmost wishes ; but he sought not the 
praise of men; he regarded learning as the instrument 
of usefulness only. The great purpose of nis life was to 
do good. For this he relinquished all honor and prefer- 
ment; tothis he dedicated all his powers of body and 
mind ; at all times andin all places, in season and out of 
season, by gentleness, by terror, by argument, by persua- 
sion, by reason, by interest, by every motive and every in- 
ducement, he strove with unwearied assiduity, to turn men 
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trom the error of their ways, and to awaken them to vir- 
tue and religion. To the bed of sickness, or the couch of 
prosperity ; to the prison, the hospital, the house of 
mourning, or the house of feasting ; whenever there was 
a friend to serve, or a soul to save, he readily repaired to 
administer assistance or advice, reproof or consolation. 
He thought no office too humiliating, no condescension 
too low, no undertaking too arduous, to reclaim the mean- 
est of God’s offspring. The souls of all men were equal- 
ly precious in his sight, and the value of an immortal crea- 
ture beyond all estimation. He penetrated the abodes of 
ignorance and wretchedness to rescue the profligate from 
perdition ; and communicated the. light of life to those 
who sat in darkness and the shadow of death. He chang- 
ed the outcasts of society into useful members ; civilized 
even savages, and filled those lips with prayer and praise, 
which had been accustomed only to oaths and impreca- 
tions.—But I will not attempt to draw his full character, 
nor to estimate the extent of his labors and services. They 
will be best known when he shal] deliver up his commise 
sion into the hands of his great Master. 


This eminent servant of Jesus Christ, travelled asa 
Missionary, during the space of almost sixty years, and 
then departed in peace.* The following account of his 
death, cannot be uninteresting. 


“On Wednesday,” the 23d of February, 1791, he vise 
ted Leatherhead, where he delivered his last sermon, from 
“ Seek ye the Lord while he may be found; cull ufion 
him while he is near”? Thursday, he rode to Mr. Wolff’s 
at Balaam, whence he returned on Friday the 25th, ex- 
tremely ill. His friends were struck with the manner of 
his alighting from the carriage, and still more when he 


* Mr. Wesury was accustomed to travel annually, from four to 


eight thousand miles; and it is computed that he preached, in 


the course of his ministry, fifty thousand sermons.—See Hannah 
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ascended the stairsand sat down in a chair.—-Much of the 
day he continued in bed, with a quick pulse, and a consid- 
erable degree of fever and stupor. Saturday the 26th, he 
continued nearly in the same state.---Sunday morning, he 
was refreshed, arose and drank a cupoftea. Sitting in 
his chair, he looked very cheerful, and repeated these 
words of his brother Charles, 


“ Till glad U lay this body down, 
Thy servant, Lord, attend ; 

And O! my life of mercy crown 
With a triumphant end.” 


Soon after, he most emphatically said, “ Our friend Laz- 
arus sleepeth.” Exerting himself to converse with some 
friends, he seon became fatigued, and obliged to lie down. 
After being sometime quiet, he looked up, and said, 
* speak to me, I cannot speak.’”” The persons preseut 
kneeled down to pray with him, and his hearty men, 
proved that he was perfectly sensible of what was said. 
Sometime after he said, “ There is noneed of more ; 
when at Bristol, in 1793, my words were, 


“ I the chief of sinners am, 
** But Jesus died for me.” 


Dr. Whitehead said, “Is this the language of your 
heart, and do you now feel as you did then?” He replied, 
‘““ yes:”’ when he added, 


“ Boid I approach the eternal Throne, 
And claim the crown through Christ, my own.” 


“Tis enough. He, our precious Immanuel has pur- 
chased, has promised all;” Mr. Wesley earnestly repli- 
ed, “ He is all !” and then said, “ I will go.” 


Monday the 28th, his weakness tncreased. He slept 
most of the day, and spoke but little; yet that little tes- 
tified how much his whole heart was engaged in the care 
of the societies, the glory of God, and the promotion of 
things pertaining to the kingdom, te which he was hast: 
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ening. Once he seid, In alow, but distinet manner, 
“* There isnho way into the holiest, but by the “bleod of 
Jesus.” He asked what the words were from which he 


had preached a little before at Hampstead. Being told 


they were these—“3rethren, ye know the grace of evr 
Lord Jesus Christ, who, though he was rich, yet for 
your sakes became pfroor, that ye through hisflovwerty might 
become rich.”? He replied, “ That is the foundation, the 


only foundation, and there is no other.” Tuesday | 


morning, he sang two verses ofa hymn: then lying still, 
as if to recover strength, he called for a pen and ink ; but 
when it was brought he could not write. Dr,Whitehead 
said, “ Let me write for you, Sir: tell me what you wouhl 
say.” He replied, “ Nothing, but that God is with us.” 
In the forenoon he wished to rise. While his clethes 
were preparing, he sang, 


“ll praise my Maker while I’ve breath, 
And when my voice is lost in death, 

Praise shall employ my nobler pewers : 
My days of praise shall ne’er be past, 

While life, and thought, and being last, 

Or immortality endures !” , 


Having seated himself in his chair, his friends observed 
him change for death. But he, regardless of his dying 
body, said witha weak voice, “ Lord, thou givest strength 
to these who can speak, and to those who cannot. Speak, 
Lord, to all our hearts, and let them knew that thou loos- 


€st tongues.” He then sang, 


*¢ To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
. Who sweetly all agree,” 


Here his voice failed. After gasping fer breath, he said, § 


«“ Now we have done all.” He was then laid on the bed, 
whence he rose no more. After resting a little, he cal- 
led to those who were with him, “ ‘To pray and praise.” 
Presently he added, “ Let me be buried in nothing but 
what is woollen, and let my corpse be carried in my cof- 
fin, into the chapel.” He again called uponthem “ to 
pray and praise,” and taking’each by the hand, and affec- 
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sionately saluting them, bade them farewell. Attempt- 
ing afterwards to say something which they could not un- 
derstand, he paused a little, and then with all the remain- 
ing strength he had, said, “ The best of all is, God is 
with us.” And lifting up his hand, he repeated the same 
wordsin a holy triumph. 


During the following night, he often attempted to re- 
peat the psalm before mentioned; but could only utter, 
“ I?ll praise.....ll praise’—On Wednesday morning, 
his end drew near. Mr. Bradford, his old and faithful 
friend, who, with the affection of a son, had attended him 
Many years, now prayed with him ; and the last word 
whieh he was heard to articulate, was “ FAREWELL. ’— 
A few minutes before ten, on the second day of March, 
1791, while a number of his friends were kneeling a- 
round his bed, died Mr. Jonw WeEsLEy, without a groan, 
in tlie eighty-eighth year of his age, and entered into the 
joy of his Lord.” 


The dying bed of a Saint and Sinner, 
contrasted. 


“« DUST we are, and to dust we shall return. A few 
more rolling years ; a few more months or, weeks; nay, 
perhaps afew more setting suns,or fleeting moments,& we 
are gone. Gone where? Oi! that awful, dreadful, bliss- 
ful thought ! Awful to all, dreadful to the unholy, to sin- 
ners—and blissful to the saints of God. See aman ap- 
proaching to the verge ofeternity ; how are his views 
changed ! how trifling to such an one, appears all below 
the sun. Hew important the things of God, and the sal- 
vation of his never dying soul. Let us consider one, ig- 
norant of God through life ; immersed in pleasure, lost 
in pride, careless, secure, surrounded and beloyed by 
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his carnal friends, and:possessed of a moderate share oi § 
wealth ; such an one in the bloom of life. Some fatal 
distemper siezes his brittle frame, he is racked with tor- 
turing pain, surrounded with weeping friends, whose 
heip is.all'in vain. The physician gives no hope of his 
recovery ; and he perceives he‘is ere long to launch into § 
a boundless eternity ! in such a state, what are his views? 
Such a scene have my eyes beheld, and therefore, with | 
greater certainty I may describe it—“ Wretched man f 
that I am, (methinks J still-hear him cry) where are my } 
pleasures now ? What hath pride profited me?) or what 
good hath riches, with all my vaunting, done me?—T hese 
are passed away asa-cloud, and new, O horror to think ! 
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To God’s tribunal I must go: 

Must hear the Judge pronounce my fate, cout 
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But can! hope to dwell with God? Ah! no; it cannot 
be. He is holy; Iam vile: He is just, and will pun- ia 
ish the guilty. He called andI refused: he stretch 3 
ed forth his hand, and I would not regard ; and now he +09 . 
jaugheth at my calamity and shutteth his ear to mycry. | {°" J 
Then I would not, and nowI cannot pray. He often ag 
knocked at the door of my heart, saying, by an inward the 
whisper, “ Thou art wrong: repentand turn to God.” Jj ! 
But I refused the yoke of Jesus ; despised his ministers, all % 
and neglected that ‘salvation which was-long offered tome Lor 
by their means. But now I fear the dire effects. Me PY 
miserable ; which way shall I flee from infinite wrath and : 
infinite despair ? O eternity ! eternity !—Fall ye rocks, 
and hide my guilty head :—But Oh! eyen this cannot 

be ; I must suffer the vengeance of eternal fire! My | but 
damnation is sealed! Take warning, O my. careless | MI 
friends; a gaping hell awaits me! my.soul is.geing! | *°°* 
Fiends are waiting to receive it—they encir¢le me round; we 
Q horrosw.and eternity |’ aoa 
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did not ‘manifest.any genuine repentance; and. in abeut 
six months after, died ia raging despair. 


«‘ Let us next see the child of God, the heir of glory : 

(pleasing contrast !) how different his prospect. He longs 

| toreach his Father’s house, and kisses the kind rod of 

his afflicting hand. The welcome news, that he shall 

soon be there, elevates his soul with rapturous joy: he 

has a foretaste of those pleasures which are at Gou’s right 
hand forevermore ; and the language of his heart is; 


“* Haste, my beloved, fetch my soul 
Up to thy blest abode ; 

Fly, tor my spirit longs to see 
My Saviour and my God.”’ 


a= Yes; blessed Saviour, and this thou knowest is also 
the languageof my heart, while I now bid adieu to earth 
and all terrestrial scenes. 


“ Farewell, my dearly beloved children, I leave you, 
but the God of your parents hath premised to take care 
for you, Choose him for your portion, and then if both 
leave you, exposed to the wavesof adangerous world, 
the faithfulness of an unchanging Jehovah is engaged to 
pilot you safe into that haven where we shall meet you 
all again, being bound up in the bundle of life with the 
Lord our God. : 


“ Farewell in particular, my ever dear husband: how 
was our friendship ripened almost to the maturity of heav- 
en. How tenderly and closely are our hearts knit togeth- 
er. Nor shall the sweet union be dissolved by death ; 
but being united in Christ, we shall be one forever. 
Mourn not that I go first. He saw it best for my weak- 
hess ; my feeble frame might not have supported your 
absence. A very little while and you will follow me; 
and O with what joy shall I welcome your arrival on the 
eternal shcre, and conduct you to him whom our souls 
love! Till then, adieu !—-It is but a short separation ; our 
Spirits shall soon re-wuite, and then never, never know 
Separation more ! 
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“ Farewell to all my dear friends weep not for me, 
but love my God. O make your peace with him, and 
you shall follow me to glory—And you that know 
my God, O love him more, and never leave him ; so will 
he be to you, what he is now to me.—Be faithful unte 
death, and he will give you a crown of life which I now 
am hastening to receive. “ The chariots of Israel and the 
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horsemen thereof, are allin waiting to carry me home ! 


“He cries, arise, my love, my fair one, and come a- 
way.” Amen, saith my willing soul. “ Even so, come 
Lord Jesus!” my soul is on the wing. Burst asunder, 
ye bondsof clay, which hold me from my leve. How 
welcome the stroke that shall throw open my prison-doors 
and set me at liberty.—This corruptible body shall soon 
be made a glurious body incorruptible.—Yes, I shall soon 
see him as he is; not through a glass darkly, but face to 
face. The beatific sight 


Shall fill the heavenly courts with praise, 
And wice diffuse the golden blaze 
Of everlasting light.” 


Angels surround my bed to carry me away—I come, I 
come, the blest messenger of my God ! Haste and cone 
vey me to his loved embrace! My faith already beholds 
the crucified Redeemer; methinks I see him smile, 
while round him stand the heavenly host exulting! O 
glorious train of blood-bought souls ! What an innume- 
rable company ! and I shall join the choir ; 


‘* Shall shout by turns the bursting joy, 
And alleternity employ, 
In songs around the throne.” 


How delighttul the theme. It hath set my soul on fire ; 
yet I cannot express a thousandth part of my ideas, or the 
prospect that lies before me. The inheritance is mire ! 
A foretaste now I feel! Nay, sol am filled with glory 
and with Ged, that more I could not bear and live. O 
may I ever feel the sacred flame, and through eternity 


proclaim, the depth of Jesus’ love. Amen, and Amen.” 
H. A. R. 
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in aceount of the Conversion and happy Death of 
SYLVANUS OWEN : who died Dec. 14, 1814. 
“6 4 brand plucked out of the fere,”’ 


THIS man, who had lived in sin until he was sixty-five 
years of age, and had been an open enemy to God and his 
peopte,was first awakened toa sense of his danger, by hear- 
ing a preacher of the Methodist eonnexion. Soon after 
this, his wife became awakened, and at length experi- 
enced religion. This so affected him, that he fell on his 
knees and begun to pray. His distress increased until 
he could find no rest, but was on the borders of despair. 
He continued, however, to pray for mercy, at all seasons 
and places ; and after some time, when met with some 
of his friends amd neighbors, who were assembled for 
prayer, he said he felt very calm. Immediately he burst 
forth into raptures, crying “ Glory to God !”” He walked 
out soon after, and said all nature was changed,the birds, 
hills and trees were praising God. Thus in the sixty- 
sixth year of his age, he was “created anew in Christ 
Jesus.” 


He and his wife became members of the Methodist 
church, and manifested by their life and conversation, 
that religion was nota dream. Their light shone betore 
men, and others, by seeing their good works, were led 
to glorify their Father in Heaven. 


In the autumn of his sixty-ninth year, he was heard 
frequently to say, that he should not live through the en- 
suing winter ; but that he should die suddenly. On the 
morning of the 7th Dec.1814, he awoke his wife at an ear- 
y hour, and requested her to sing praise to God. 

e then broke out in raptures, saying, “ Glory to God ! 
how happy I feel! if J should die now,J should go heme 
to Jesus.” During the conrse of the day he enjoyed good 
Health, spent much of his time in devotion, and appeared 
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to be constantly engaged in divine meditation. At the 
close of the day he sang, 


** Jesus my all to heaven is gone, 
He whom I fix my hopes upon ; 
His track I see and Pil pursue, 
The narrow way till him I view.’* 


Soon after this, his strength begun suddenly to fail, and 
he came near falling to the floor,when his wife and prand- 
daughter caught him in their arms and bore him to his 
bed. He threw his arms around them; then stretched 
himself upon the bed, and breathed out his soul uato God. 


An account of the Inquisition, and the proceedings 
of the — in offering human sacrifices to the 
Devil. Taken from Mr. Buck’s Theological Dic- 
tionary. 


“ACT OF FAITH, (4uto da Fe) in the Romish 
church, is a solemn day held by the Inquisition tor the 
punishment of heretics, and the absolution of the inno- 
centaccused. They usually contrive the Auts to fall on 
some great festival, that the execution may pass with 
the more awe ; and isalways on a Sunday. The Auto 


‘da Fe may be called the last act of Inquisitorial tragedy : 


it isa kind of jail-delivery, appointed as often as a com- 
petent number of prisoners in the Inquisition are con- 
victed of heresy, either by their own voluntary or extort- 
ed confe *ssion, or on the evidence of certain witnesses. 
The process is thus:—In the morning they are brought 
into a great hail, where they have certain habits put on, 
which they are to wear in the procession, and by which 
they know their doom. The procession is led up by the 
Dominican friars ; after which come the penitents, being 
all in black coats witheut sleeves, and barefooted, with a 
Wax candle in their hands. These are followed by the 
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penitents whe have narrowly escaped being burnt, whe 
fover tacir black coats have flames painted, with their 
® points turned downwards. Next come the negative and 
relapsed, who are to be burnt, having flames on their hab- 
its pointing upwards. After these come such as profess 
doctrines contrary to the faith of Rome, who, besides 
Sfiames pointing upwards, have their picture paint- 
ed on their -reasts, with dogs, serpents, and devils, 
Ball open-mouthed about it. Each prisoner is attended 
witha familiar of the Inquisition ; and those to be burnt 
have alsoa Jesuiton each hand, who are continually 
preaching tothem to abjure. After the prisoners, comes 
a troop of familiars on horseback; and after them the 
Inquisitors, and other officers of the court, on mules = 
last of all the Inquisitor-general on a white horse led by 
two men with black hats and green hatbands. A scaf- 


fold is erected big enough for two or three thousand peo-- 


ple; atone end of which are the prisoners, at the other 
the Inquisitors. After a sermon made up of ercomiums 
of the Inquisition, and invectives against heretics, a priest 
ascends a desk near the scaffold, and, having taken the ab- 
juration of the penitents, recites the final sertence of these 
who are to be put to death, and delivers them to the secu- 

lar arm, earnestly beseeching at the same time the secu- 
lar power, not to touch their blood, or put their lives in 
danger!!! The prisoners, being thus in the hands of 
the civil magistrate, are presently loaded with chains, 
and carried first tothe secular jail, aad from thence inan 
hour or two, brought before tne civil judge ; who, after 
asking in what religion they intend to die, proneunces 
sentence on such as declare they die inthe communion 
of the church of Rome, that they shall be first strangled, 
and ther burnt toashes ; on suchas die in any other faith, 
| that they be burnt alive. Both are immediately carried 
tothe Ribera, the place of execution, where there are as 

m any stakes set up as there are prisoners to be burnt, 
| w'th aquantity of dry furze about them. The stakes of 
the professed, thatis, such as persist in the heresy, are a- 
bout four yards high, having a small board towards the 
top for the prisoner to be seateden, The negative and 
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velapsed being first strangled and burnt, the prefessed 


mount their stakes by a ladder ; and the Jesuits, after 
several repeated exhortations to be feconciled to the 
church, part with them; telling themthat they eave 
themtothe DeriLy whois standing at their elbow, to re- 
ceive their souls, and carry them with himto the flames of 
hell. On thisa great shout is raised; and the cry is, 


“ Let the dogs’ beards be made!’ which4s done by § 


thrusting flaming furzes fastened to long poles against 


their faces, until their faces are burnt to a coal, which is | 


accompanied with the loudest acclamations of joy. At 
last, fire is set to the furze at the bottom of the stake, o- 
ver which the professed are chained so high, that the tep 
of the flame seldom reaches higher than the seat they sit 
on; sothat they rather seem roasted than burnt. There 
cannot be a mere lamentable spectacle: the sufferers 
continually cry out while they are able, “ Pity, for the love 
of God!” Yet itis beheld, by all sexes and ages, with 


transports of joy and satistaction—O, merciful God! is § 
this the benign, humane, religion thou hast given to men ? § 


Surely not. Ifsuch were the genius of christianity, then 
it would be no honor to be a christian.” 


This infernal institution, whichis the natural offspring 
of law establishments in matters of religion, andfthe ef- 
fect of blending church and state, was founded in the 


twelfth century, amd established in different kingdoms of | 
Eurepe : in some of which, it remains to this day. Pope J 
Innocent, who was perhaps, as innocent as his master | 
the Devil, was careful to give it his patronage ; and the | 
emperor Frederick II. and Lewis IX. king of France, | 
were among its most zealous supporters. Most of the | 
European princes were at that time the dupes of supet® | 
stition, and readily cast in their mites towards increasing. | 


its influence, and making it formidable.“ The people 


{at this day] stand in somuch fear of it, that parents dee | 


liver up their children, husbands their wives, and masters 
their servauts, to its officers, wit!iout daring in the least to 


murmur. The prisoners are kept for a long time, till J 


they themselvesturn their own accusers, and declare the 
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cause of their imprisonment, for which they are neither 
told their crime, nor confronted with witness. As secon 
as they are imprisoned, their friends go into mourning; 
and speak of them as dead, not daring to solicit their par- 
don, ieast they should be brought in as accomplices.” 


In some of the Roman Catholic countries, this court is 
now shut, and in some, it is abolished ; but in Spain and 
Portugal, and some other places it still exists in all it 
abominations ; so that at this present time, there are vic- 
tins confined in its dungeons, whose end is to be roasted 
alive, and given to the Devil ! 


Ain extract from Dr. Adam Clarke’s Sermon on Luke 
xvi. 1934, concerning the rich man and Lux- 
arus, 


“ HOW true, then, is the saying, “If they hear not Mo- 
ses and the Prophets, neither would they be persuaded 
though one rose from the dead.”—Christ caused this te 
be exemplified in the most literal manner, by raising 
Lazarus from the dead. And did this convince the obsti- 
nate and unbelieving Jews ? No. Why ? Were not the 
evidences clear enough, and the circumstances sufficient- 
ly attested ? They were incontro vertibly so: and yet so 
far werethe Jews from believing, that they became more 
enraged ; and from that hour conspired against the life 
both of Lazarus and Christ ! 


After all, many are desirous of seeing an inhabitant of 
the other world, or they wish to converse with one to 
know what passes there. Curiosity and infidelity are as 
insatiable as they are unreasonable. Here, however, 
God steps out of the common way to indulge them. You 
wish to see a disembocied spirit ?—Make way !— Vere is 
& damned soul, which Christ has evoked fromthe hell 
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fire! Hear wam ! Hear-him tell of his torments! Hear 


him utter his anguish! Listen to the sighs and groans | 


which are wrung from his soul by the tortures he en- 
dures ! Hear him asking for a drop of water to cool his 
tongue ! Teiling you that he is tormented in that flame; 
and warning you to repent, that you come not into that 
piace of torture ! How solemn is the warning ! How aw- 
fui this voice! “ But where is he? We eannet see him!” 


, Itistrue, you cannot see him: God.in his merey has spar- 


ed you this punishment forthe present. How could you 
bear the sight of tiris damned spirit? Your strength 
would be dissolved, and your nature fail at the appears 
ance. To alarm,to convince, and to save you if possi- 
ble, the merciful Christ keeps him, as it were, behind 
the veil, and holds a conversation with him in your hear- 
ing :—a conversation which you have neither faith nor 
sourage to hold with him yourselves. And new that this 
conversation is ended, permit me (o re-assert, that if you 
hear not Moscsand the Prophets, Christ and his Apos- 
tles, you will not be persuaded even by the hearte 
rending and soul-appalling aceents of the reprobate spirit, 
who has spoken to you fram among the dead.”” 


Jin extract from Dr. Rush’s “© Inquiry into the 
Ejfects of Ardent Spirits, upon the Human Body 
and Wind.” 


“ LET us next attend to the chronic effects of ardent 
spirits upon the body and mind. Iwthe body, they dis- 
pose to every form of acute disease ; they moreover ex- 
cite fevers in persons precisposed to them, from other 
€auses. This has been remarked in alltie Yellow Fe- 
vers which have visited the cities of the United States. 
Mard drinkers seldom escape, and rarely recover from 
them. The following diseases are the usual con se quem 
of the habitual use of ardent spirits, viz 


' The 





‘} . 
puki 
by hi 


ws, 0 


asa 
tend 
upo 


- & 
swel 
of ha 
ton, 


B® Car 
@ rally 
» man 

ed b 


rman: 


5 fatal 


Je 


tend 
ih th 
bud: 
haves 
the : 
redi 
the 


, urg 
. call: 


ens 


late 








a3 


4. A decay of appetite, sickness at stomach, and a 
puking of hile or a discharge of a frothy any viscid phlegm 
by hawking,.in the morning. 


2. @bstructions.of the liver. The fable of Premethe- 
us, on whose liver a vulture was-saidto prey constantly, 
as a punishment for his stealing fire from heaven, was in- 
tended to illustrate the painful effects ef ardent spirits 
upon thatorgan of the body. 


3. Jaundice and dropsy of every cavity in the body. A 
® swelling in the feet and legs isso charaeteristic a. mark 
» of habits of intemperance, that the merchants in Charles- 
® ton, I have been told, cease to trustthe planters of South 
Carolina, as soon as they perceive it. They very natu- 
rally conclude industry and virtue tobe extinct in that 
man in whom that symptom of disease has been produc- 
ed by the intemperate use of distilled spirits. 


4. Hoarseness, and a husky cough, which often ter- 
minate in consumption, aad sometimes in an acute and 
j fatal disease of the lungs. 


5. Redness and eruptions of different parts of the body. 
They gqperally begin on the nose, and after gradually ex- 
tendinggpit over the face, sometimes descend tothe limbs 
in the form of theleprosy. They havebeen called “Rum- 
§ Suds” when they appear in the face. In persons who 
have occasionally survived the effects of ardent spirits on 
the skin, the face after a while becomes blasted, and its 
redness is succeeded by a death-like paleness. Thus 
the same fire which produces a red colour in iron, when 
| urged te 2 more intense degree, produces what has been 
= called a white heat. : 


6. A foetid breath composed of every thing that is of- 
ensive in putrid animal matter. 


7. Frequent and diseusting belchings. Dr. Haller re- 
lates the.case.of a: notorious drunkard, haying been sud- 
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denly destreyed in consequence of the vaper discharted 
from his stomach by belching, accidentally taking fire by 
coming in contact withthe flame of a candle. 


8. Gout in all its various forms of swelled limbs, chol-| 


ick, palsey, and apoplexy. 


Lastly, madness. The late Dr. Waters, while he act- 
ed as house pupil and apothecary of the Pennsylvania 
Hospital, assured me, that in one third of the patients 
coufined by this terrible discase, it had been induced by 
ardents spirits. 


Not less destructive are the effects of ardent spirits 
uponthe human mind. ‘They impair the memory, de- 
‘bilitate the understanding, am: pervert the moral iacul- 
ties. It was prebably from observing these effects of 
incemperance in drinking, upon the mind, that a law was 
formerly passed in Spain which excluded drunkards 
from being wituesses in a court of Justice. But the de- 
moralizing effects of distilled spirits do not stop here. 
They produce not onty falsehood, but fraud, uncleanli- 
ness and murder. Like the demoniac mentioned in the 
New-Testament, then name is “legion,” for they con- 
vey intothe soul, a host of vices and crimes. 


A more affecting spectacle cannot be exhibited than a 
person in wom this infernal spirit, generated by babits 
of intemperance, hasentered. It ismore or less aff«-ct- 
ing according te the station a person fills in a family, or 
in society, who is possessed by it. Is he ahusband ? How 
deep the anguish which rends the bosom of his wife. Is 
she a wife ? Who can measure the sliame and aversion 
which she excites in herhusband ? Is he a father, or ig 
she a mother ofa family of children? See their averted 
luoks from their parent, and their blushing looks at each 


other! Is he a magistrate ? or has he been chosen to fill } 
a nigh and respectable station in the councils of his coun-§ 


trv? What humiliating fears of corruption in the admin- 
Astvation of the laws, and of the subversion ot public order 
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and happiness, appear in the countenances of all who see 
him! Is he a minister of the Gospel ? —Here language 
faiis me.—If Angels weep—itis at such a sight. 


In pointing out the evils produced by ardent spirits, let 
us not pass by their effects upon the estates of the persons 
who are adilicted tothem. Are they inhabitants of cit- 


| ies ?—Behold ! their houses stripped gradually of their 


furniture, and pawned, or sola by a constable, to pay tav- 
ern debts. See! their names upen record in the dockets 
of every court, and whole pages of newspapers filled 
With advertisements of their estates for public sale. Are 
they inhabitants of ccuntry places? Behold! their hous- 
es With snattered windows ; their barns with leaky roofs ; 
their gardens overrun with weeds ; their fields with brok- 
en fences; their hogs without yokes ; their sheep with- 
out wool ; their cattle anc horses without fat; and their 
children filthy and half clad, without manners, principles, 
and morals. This picture of agricultural wretchedness 
is scldom of long duration. The farms and property thus 
neglected, and depreciated, are scized and sold tor 
the benefit ofa group of creditors. The children that 
were born with the prospect ofinheriting them, are bow id 
out to service in the neighborhood ; while their parenis, 
the unworthy authors oftheir misfertune, ramble into new 
and distant settlements, alternately fed on their way by the 
hand of charity, or a little casual labor. 


Thus we see poverty and misery, crimes and infamy, 
diseases and death, are all the natural and usual coise- 
quences of the intemperate use ef ardent -spirits. 


I have classed death among the consequences of hard 
drinking. But it is not death fromthe immediate hand 
of the Deity, nor from any of the instruments of it which: 
were created by him. It isdeath from surorpe. Yes— 
thou poor degraded creature, who art daily liftine the 
poisoned bowl to thy lips—cease to avoid the unha!lowed 
ground in which the self-murderer is interred, and won- 
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der no longer that the sun should shine and the rain fall, 
and the grass look green upon his grave. Thou art per- 
petrating gradually, by the use of ardent spirits, what hc 
has suddenly effected by opium—ora halter. Consider- 
ing how inahy circumstances, from surprise or derange- 
ment, may palliate his guilt, or that (unlike yours) it was 
not preceded and accompanied by any other crime, itis 
probable his condemnation will be less than yours at the 
day of Judgment. 


But are there no conditions of the human body in 
which ardent spirits may be given? I answer—there are. 
Ist. When the body has been suddenly exhausted of its 
Strength, and a disposition to faintness has been induced. 
Here afew spoonfuls or a wine-glassful of spirits, with 
or without water, may be administered with safcty and 
advantage. In this case we comply strictly with the ad- 
vice of Solomon, who restricts the use of “ strong drink” 
only “ to him who is ready to perish.”—2dly. When the 
body has been exposed for a long time to wet weather, 
more especially, if it be combined with cold. Here a 
moderate quantity of spiritsis not only safe, but highly 
proper, to obviate debility and prevent a fever. They 
will more certainly have those salutary effects, if the 
feet are at the same time bathed with them, or a half 
pint of them poured into the shoes or boots. These, I 
believe, are the onLY TWo CASES in which distilled spir- 
its are useful or necessary to persons in health.” 


Error Corrected. 


DR. Morss, in all the editions of his “ Geography” 


~anc “ Gazettecr,’”’ has been pleased to state the number 


of Methodist meeting-houses in the city of New-York, 
at no more than zArce, and the number in Philadelphia, at 
no more than swe : Whereas the Methodists haye in the 
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sity of New-York, seven large meeting-houses ; in Pi- 
ladelphia, they have five, and five in Baltimore ; and be- 
tween two and three thousand church members in each 
ef those three cities. 


Short account of Voltaire. 


‘¢ The Frenchman first in literary fame. 

Mention him if you please—VoLTAIRE ?——The same. 
With spirit, genius, eloquence supplied, 

Liv’d long, wrote much, laugh’d heartily, and died. 
‘Fhe scripture was his jest-book, whence he drew 
Bon- mots to gall the Christian and the Jew. 

An Infidei in health; vut what when sick ? 

O then, a text would touch him to the quick !"’ 


“ VOLTAIRE, during a long life, was continually 
treating the Holy Scriptures with contempt, and endeav- 
oring tospread the poison of infidelity among the nations. 
In his last illness he sent for Tronchin. Whenthe Doc- 
tor came, he found Voltaire in the greatest agonies, ex- 
claiming with the utmost horror—“ I am abandoned by 
God and man. Doctor,I will give you half of what F 
am worth,if you will give me six months life.” The 
Doctor answered, “ Sir, you cannot Ilve six weeks.” 
Voltaire repli-d, * Then I shall go to hell, and you will 
go with me !” and soon after expired.” 


“ During Voltaire’s last visit to Paris, when his tri- 
umph was complete, and he had even feared that he 
| should die with glory, amidst the acclamations of an in- 
fatuated theatre, he was struek by the hand of Providence, 
and fated to make a yery different termination of his ca- 
reer. 


“ In the midgt of his triumphs, a violent hemorrhage 
yaised apprehensions for his life.—Rage, remorse, re- 
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' ptoach and blasphemy, all accompany and characterize 
the long agony of the dyieg Infidel. 


.“ Qn his return from the theatre, and in the midst of 
the toils he was resuming to acquire fresh applause, Vol- 
taire was warned, that the long career of his impiety was 
drawing to an end. 


“In spite of all thesephisters flocking around him in 
the first days of his illness, he gave signs of wishing to 
return tothe God whom he had so often blasphemed. His 
danger increasing, he wrote the following note to the 
Abbe Gaultier: “ You had promised me, sir, to come 
and hearme. lIentreat you would take the trouble of 
calling on me as svon as possible.’ The Abbe Gaultier 
made him a visit, and Voltaire wrote inhis presence the 
followiug declaration. “I the underwritten, declare, 
that for these four days past, having been afflicted with a 
vomiting of blood, at the age of eighty-four, and not hav- 
ing been able to drag myself to the church, the Rev the 
Rector of Sulpice, having been pleased to add to his 
2ood works, that of sending the Abbe Gaultier, I confess- 
ed to him; and if it please God to dispose of me, I die 
in the church m which I was born; hoping that the di- 
yine mercy will deign to pardon all my Puls,” 


“ Voltaire had permitted this declaration to be carried 
to the Rector of Sulpice, and to the Archbishop of Pa- 
ris, to know whether it would be sufficient. When the 
Abbe returned with the answe7, it was impossible for 
him to gain admittance tothe patient. The conspirators 
strained every nerve to hinder the chief from con- 
summating his recantation ; and every avenue was shut 
to the priest, whom Voltaire himself had sent for. The 
demons haunted every access; rage succeeded to fury, 
and fury to rage again, during the remainder of his life. 


When any of the conspirators who had beset his apart- 
ment, approached him, he would curse them and ex- 
claim: “ Retire! [tis you that have brought me to my 
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resent state! Be gone! I could have done without you 


all ; but you could not exist without me! And wuat a 


199 


lwretched glory have yeu procured me 


« Then would succeed the horrid remembrance of his 
conspiracy. They cauld hear him, the prey of anguish 
and dread, alternately supplicating or blaspheming that 
God against whom he had conspired ; and in plaintive ac- 
cents would cryout, “Oh Christ ! Oh Jesus Christ !” 
And then complain that he was abandoned by God and 
man.—His physicians, particularly Mr. Tronchin, calling 
to administer relief, thunderstruck, retired,,declaring the 
death of the impious man to be terrible indeed. The 
pride of the conspirators would willingly have suppres- 
sed these declarations ; but it was in vain. The Mare- 
schal de Richelieu fled from the bed side, declaring it to 
be a sight too terrible to be sustained ; and Mr. Tron- 
chin declared that the furies of Orestes could give but a 
faint idea of those of Voltaire. 


“It had been customary during many years for Vol- 
t-ire to cailour bicssed Saviour, “ The Wretch.” And 
he “ yowed that he would crush him.”’ He closes many 
of his letters to his infidel friends with the same words— 
“ Crush the Wretch.” 


That this celebrated Infidel was a man of handsome 
talents, and that he has been deservedly applauded for 
his literary attainments, no one will deny. But “ with 
the talents of an angel, a man may be a fool ;” and that 
Voltaire, with all his acquirements, lived and died a fool, 
the history of his life and death will abundantly show. 
In his writings he says, “ I wish that I had never been 
born ;” and certainly he had more reason to wish so in 
death than in the previous time of his life. 


This extraordinary man appears to have founded his 
system of deism upon the idea expressed in the seventh 
article of the Calyinistic Catechism, which asserts that 
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“ The decrees of God ate his eternal purpose, according 
to the counsel of his own will, whereby for his own glory 
HE HATH FOREQRDAINED WHATSOEVER COMES TO 
pass.’ Tis reasoning, and that of other infideis, appears 
tohave been thus: // things are foreordained by him 
who cannoterr; and as God would mnot'decree any thing 


wrong, all things that coms to fiass are right: tf all 


things are right, then there is no sin, nor any need of a 


Saviour ; and that consequently none nas come. Thus f 


has Calvinism, so far as relates to predestination, given 
encouragement to the most pernicious principles, and in 
many instances proved the ruin of its votaries. 


What use Voltaire made of the predestinarian doc- 
trine will appear by reading the following extract, which 
Mr. Fletcher has made from his writings on the subject. 


“ Homer,” says he (Voltaire) “ is the first writer, in J 


whose works you find the notion of fate. It was then in 
vogue in his time. Nor was it adopted by the Pharisees 
till many years after ; for these Pharisees themselves, 
who were the first men of letters among the Jews, were 
not very ancient, &c. But philosophers needed neither 
the help of Homer nor that of the Pharisees, to persuade 


themselves, THAT ALL THINGS HAPPEN BY IMMUTABLE § 


DECREES, that allis fixed, that allis necessary.’ Now 
for the proof. “ Bodies,” says he, “ tend to the centre ; 
pear-trees can neyer bear pine-apples ; a man can never 
have above a certain number of teeth.”—And flying from 
teeth to ideas, he would have us infer, that we can no 
more arrange, combine, alter or dismiss our ideas, than 


our grinders ; and that an adultererdefiles his neighbor’s @ 


bed as necessarily as a pear-tree produces pears. He 
even adds, “ If thou couldst alter the destiny of a fly, 
thou shouldst be more powerful than God himself.” See 
Dictionaire Philosophique portatief; Londres, 1764. 
page 163, 164, 


{This sketch of Voltaire is taken principally from Mr. § 


Simpson’s Plea for Religion.) 
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Minister Factory ! ! 


The foliowing extract is taken from a Sermon, 
preached by the Reo. Mr. WexstTeR of Bidde- 
ford, January, 1812, before the *« AssoctaTiIun” 
of ministers in the county of York, in Maine 
and will, show in wiat light the Hopkinsian 
School at Andover is viewed, even by some of the 
Congregational Ministers. 


“ THE New-England churches have had their plat- 
form and particular creeds, but have been more candid, 
exchanged and communedtogether. But ef late, an un- 
happy division among ministers, and also unhappy divis- 
ion in our churches, has taken place. The original au- 
thor wasthe late Doctor Hofikins. The number of his 
disciples and followers has rapidly increased, until they 
have founded, in this Commonwealth, a theological school 
or machine, in order to manufacture preachers of their 
own stamp, and may lay a just claim toa patent right at 
creed-making.*” , 


*¢ *See theological creed of the Andover Institution, to which 
every professor is compelled to subscribe every five years, or be 
deprived of his office.” 
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ae : 
= “ SAY, isthere aught that can convey } 
He An image of its transient stay? | 
Fe °Tis an hand’s breadth; ’tis atale ; 4 
*Tis a vessel under sail ; 
*Tis acourtier’s straining steed ; | 
Tis a shuttle in its speed ; : 
*Tis an eagle in its way, 
Darting down upon his prey ; ’ 
*Tis an arrow inits flight, 
Mocking the pursuing sight; 


°Tis a vapor in the air, 
*Tisa whirlwind rushing there ; 
*Tis a short-liv’d fading flower ; J 
°Tis arainbow on a shower ; 

*Tis a momentary ray, 

Smiling on a winter’s day ; 

* Tis a torrent’s rapid stream 3 
*Tis a shadow—’tis a dream ; 
*Tis the closing watch of night, 
Dying atthe rising light ; 

*Tis a landscape vainly gay, 
Painted upon crumbling clay ; 
*Tis a lamp that wastes its fires ; 
*Tis a smoke that quick expires ; 
°Tis a bubble ; ’tisa sigh ; 
Be prepar’d, O man, to die |” 
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DESCRIPTION OF HEAYEN. 
[Translated from a Saxon Poem. } 


NO vital bread, no cordial wine, 
Shatl storethe board or bowl ; 

Th’ essential power of life divine 
Exists in every soul. 


No pomp of wealth, no art-wrought vest 
The sons of heaven demand ; 

in uncreated glory drest, 
By God’s almighty hand. 


In vain with him its feeble blaze, 
Would human pomp display ; 

W hose aspect dims the solar rays, 
Whose smile is endless day. 


There dwells repose that knows no bound, 
And joy’s eternal tide ; 

Ah ! haste, that heaven of bliss to find, 
Tis folly all beside. 





ON THE COMING OF CHRIST TO JUDG- 
MteNT. 


LO hecometh! countless trumpets 
Biow before the bloody sign, 

> Midst ten thousand saints and angels 
See the crucified shine. 

Hallelujah ! Hallelujak ! 

Welcome, welcome, bleeding Lamb ! 
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Now his merit by the harpers, 
Through the eternal deep resounds ; 

Now resplendent shine his nail prints, 

Every eye shall see his wounds. 

They who pierc’d him, they who pierc’d him, 
hall at his appearance wail. 


Every island, sea, and mountain, 
Heaven and earth, shall flee away ; 

All who hate him, must, ashamed, 
Hear the trump proclaim the day. 
Come to judgment, come to judgment, 
Stand before the Son of man. 


Saints who love him view his glory, 
Shining in his bruised face ; 

His dear person on the rainbow, 
Now his people’s head shall raise. 
Happy mourners, happy mourners, 
Lo! inclouds, he comes, he comes. 


Now redemption long expected, 

Sce in solemn pomp appear ; 

All his people once rejected, 

Now shall meet him in the air. 
Hallelujah ! Hallelujah ! 

Now the promis’d kingdom’s come, 


View him smiling now determin’d 

Every evil to destroy ; 

Ail the nations now shall sing hira 

Songsef everlasting joy. 

O come quickly ! O come quickly! 
Zallelujah } come, Lord, come. 
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LINES, 


Momposed bya Lady while on a visit among her 
friends in Ireland. 


THE morning breaks, my soul awake 
To sing new songs of praise ; 

My joyfui theme of him I make, 
Wao lengthens out my days. 


In gentle slumbers past the night, 
In joyiul hope the day ; 

In praising Hii with great delight, 
Who is my glorious way. 


While ere a stranger far from home, 
O kevp my beart above ; 

Tili brighter views of Jesus come, 
And all iny soui be love. 


CONSCIENCE. 


Q treach’rous conscience ! while she seems to slecp 
On rose and myrtle, lull’d with siren sone ; 

W nile she seems, nodding: v’er her charge, to drop 
On headlong appetite the slacken’d rein, 

| And give us up to silence, unrecall’d, 

» Unmark’d; see, from behind her secret stand, 

The sly informer minutes ev’ry fault, 

And her dread diary with horror fills. 

Not the gross act alone employs her pen ; 

She reconnoitres Fancy’s airy band, 

A watchful foe ! the formidable spy, 

List’ning, o’erbears the whispers of our camp ; 

Our dawning purposes of heart explores, 

dnd steals our embryos of iniquity, 



























Z 


ae aw 
oY) : © 
6 


be ces, 
5 ae, 


t SAEs 


LS 
ee er Ly ae et 


y 7 =X eee 
Bw 5 rll LEFF at 


Sats er es Co ¥ 
‘ op APT po ys 
SALT Ee eee a 


wa 
a 


a 
3 
ay 


ee  atcloe ee: 


Vs: aula gat 


ery 


mush Aen] 


Me 4 . . ne ' 
* ae a Sige be. Dw a = 39K 
Meee i, A et: eye . 
gh SR, rt : ‘ 4 
ee eee ace os ce n « " 
. ~ 
= 


— 


ab 


As all rapaciotis usurers conceal 

Their doomsday-book from all-consuming heirs ; 
Thus, with indulgence most severe, she treats 

Us spendthdifts of inestimable time ; 

Unnoted, notes each moment misapply’d ; 

In leaves more durable than leaves of brass, 
Writes our whole history, which «ath shall read 
In ev’ry pale delinquent’s private ear ; 

And judgment publish ; publish to more worlds 


Than this ; and endlessage in groans resound. 
YOUNG. 


ON AN INFANT. 


To the dark and silent tomb, 
Soon I basted from the womb: 
Scarce the dawn of life began, 
Ere I measui’d out my span. 


I no smiling pleasures know ; 
I no gay delights could vicw ; 
Joyiess sojourner was I, 
Qniy born to weep and die. 


Happy infant, early bless’d ! 

Rest, in peaceful slumber, rest ! 
Early rescu’d trom the cares, 
Which increase with growing years. 


No delights are worth thy stay, 
Smiling as they seem, and gay ; 
Short and fickle are they all, 
Hardly tasted ere they pail. 


All our gaiety is vain, 

All our laughter is but p ain : 
Lasting only and divine, 

Is an inagcence like thine. 
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A short account of the character and death of the 
late Keo. JOHN FLETCHER. 


f Tuken principally from Mr. Crowther’s Portraiture of Methodism | 


VY ENHIS faithful minister of Christ was born at 
Nyon, in Switzerland, September 12, 1729. 
After making good proficieney in the sehool learn- 
-iag'of his native place, he was sent to Geneva, 
vwikere he was so intent upon his studies, that he al- 
Jowed himself but little time, either for recreation, 
refreshment or rest ; and where he laid the foun- 
} dation of that extensive and accurate knowledge, 
| for which he was afterwards so bighly distinguish- 
ed, beth in philosophical and theological rescarehes. 
After quitting Geneva, he was sent by his father to 
Lenzbourg, a small te-;n in the Swiss Cantons, 
where he not only acquired the German Janguage, 
but diligeatly prosecuted his other studies, for 
which he ever discovered a passionate fondness. 
After his return home, he devoted himself some 
time to the study of the Hebrew language, and also 
perfected himself in mathematieal learning. 

His early piety was remarkable. From his child- 
hood he was impressed with a deep sense of the 
majesty of God, and a constant fear of offending 
him. His acquaintance with the scriptures guard- 
ed him, om the one band from the snares of infidel- 
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ity, and preserved him on the other from many 
vices peculiar to youth. His conversation was mod- 
est, and his whole deportment marked with a de- 
sree of rectitude, not usually to be found in early 
life. 

But notwithstanding these external appearances 
of piety, Mr. Fletcher remained for years ignorant 
of experimental religion. Hewas naturally of a 
high, ambitious ti:rm of mind, and ceunted much 
upon the dignity of human nature ; and being ad- 
mired by his friends, it was natura} for him to east 
a look of self-complacency on himself. He was a 
stranger to that unfeigned sorrow for sin which is 
necessary (o a new heart. He had resided some- 
time in England before he became properly ac- 
quainted with himself, and the nature of ‘true reli- 

ion. In the 26th year of his age, he was so filled 
with self-abhorrence, as to place himself ona level 
with the chief of sinners. But his sorrow was 
suceeeded by a consciousness of the favor of God, 
and he was filled with peace and joy in believing. 
Having found Christ to be a Saviour, he determin- 
ed to follow him as a guide. From this period he 
became truly exemplary for christian piety. Every 
day was wiih hima day of solemn self- dedication, 
and every hour an hour ef praise and prayer. And 
he appeared to enjoy uninte: rupted fellowship with 
the Father, asd with his Son Jesus Christ. 

Ife was ordajaed for the christian ministry in 
4757 ; was made vicar of Madely, in Shropshire, 
in the year1760 5 and after faithfully laboring in 
the work of God during the space of twenty-five 
years, died in the full hope of a glorious immortal- 
ity. 

The Rev. Mr. Gilpin of Wroekwardine, a few 
miles fron: Madely, gives the following account of 
Mr. Fletcher’s dissolution. 

‘* Equally prepared for every event, he met bis 











59 


last great trial with all that composure and steac:- 

ness which had distinguished him upon every for- 
mer oceasion of suffering. He entered the valley 
of the shadow of death as one who feared no evil. 
He considered it as the high road to that incorrup- 
tible inheritance which is reserved for the saints : 
and looking forward with a hope full of immortality, 
he saw beyond its limited gloom, those everlasting 
hills of delight and glory, to which his soul aspired. 

‘* A few days before his dissolution, he appeared 
to have reached that desirable point, where the 
last rapturous discoveries are made to the souls of 
dying saints. Roused, as it were, by the shouts of 
angels, and kindled into rapture by visions of glory, 
he ‘broke into a song of holy triumph, whieh began 
and ended with the | praises of God’s unfathomable 
love. He labored to declare the seeret manifesta- 
tions he enjoyed, but his sensations were too power- 
ful for utterance.; and after looking inexpressib!c. 
things, he contented himself with ealling upon ail 
around him. to celebrate and shout forth that ador- 
able love, which can never be fully comprehended, 
vr adequately expressed. 

‘This triumphant frame of mind was nota 
transient feeling, but a state that he continued to 
enjoy, with little or no discernible intermission, to 
the moment of his death. While he possessed the 
power of speech, he spake as one whose lips had 
been touched with a lize coal from tie altar; and 
when deprived of that power, his countenance dis- 
covered that he was sweetly engaged in the contem- 
plation of eternal things. 

‘The day of his departure, as I was preparing 
to attend my own church, which was at the distance 
of nine miles from Madely, I received a hasty mes- 
sage from Mrs. Fletcher, requesting my attendance 
at the vicarage. I instantly followed the messen- 
ger, and found Mr. Fleteher with every symptom 


































ef approachiag dissolution upon him. T had ever § 
looked up to this man of God with an extraordina- | 
ry degree of affection and reverence ; and on this 
afflicting oceasion, my heart was uncommonly af- 
fiieted and depressed. It was now in vain to recol- | 
leet that public duty required my presence in a- 
nother place ; unfit for every duty, except that of f 

watching the bed of death, I found it impossible to © 
withdraw myself from the solemn scene to which I & 
had been summoned, [had received from this e- 
vangelieal teacher, in days that were past, many 
excelicnt preeepts with respeet to holy living ; and | 
now I desired to receive from bim the last impor- 
tunt lesson with respect to holy dying. And truly 
this conelading lesson was of inestimable worth ; 
since so mueh patienee and resignation, so much | 
peace and composure, were seareely ever discovered | 
in the same circumstances before.—Let me die the | 
death of the righteous, and let my last end be like 
his, 

rs While their pastor was breathing out his soul 
info the hands of a faithful Creator, his people 
were olfering up their joint supplications on his be- 
half inthe house of God. Little, however, was 
seen among them on this trying oceasion, but af- 
fiction and tears. Indeed it was a day much to be 
remembered, for the gany affecting testimonies 
which appeared on every side. The whole village 
wore an air of consternation and sadness ; and not 
ene jeyful song was heard among all its inhabitants. 
Hasty messengers were passing to and fro, with 
anxious inquiries and confused reports. And the 
meimbers of every family sat together in silence 
that day, awaiting with trembling expectation the 
issue of every hour. 

‘> After the: conelusion of the evening service, 
several of the poor, who came from distant parts, 
and who were usually entertained under Mr. Fletch- 
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er’s roof, still lingered about the house, and seem 4 
unable to bear themselves away from the place, 
without a sight of their expiring pastor. Secretly 
informed cf their desire, I obtained for them the 
permission they wished. And the door ef the 
chamber being set epen, immediately before which 
Mr. Fletcher was sitting upright in his bed, with 
the curtains undrawn, unaltered in bis usual vener- 
able appearance ; they singly moved, one by one, 
along the gallery, severally pausing as they passed 
by the door, and casting in a Jook of mingled sup- 
plication and anguish. It was an affecting sight te 
behold these unfeigned mourners successively pre- 
senting themselves before the bed of their dyiag 
benefactor. with an inexpressible eagerness in their 
looks ; and then dragging themselves away from 
his presence, with a distressing consciousness tat 
ihey shuuld see his face no more. 

«* And now the hour speedily approached that 
was to put a solemn termination to oue hopes and 
fears. His weakness very perceptibly inereased, 
but his countenance continued unaltered to the last. 
if there was any visible change in his feelings, he 
appeared to be more at ease, and more sweetly 
composed, as the moment of his dismission drew 
near. Our eyes were riveted upon him in awfu 
expectation, But whatever we had felt befere, ne 
murmuring thought was suffered, at this interest 
ing period, to darken the glories of so illustrious 1 
scene. All was silence when the last angelic mes 
senger suddenly arrived, and performed his impor 
tant commission, with so much stillness and seere 
ey, that it was impossible to determine the exae 
moment of its completion. Mrs. Fletcher ‘wa 
Kneeling by the side of her departing husband 
one who attended him with uncommon assiduit 
during the last stages of his disorder, sat at his 
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head 3; while I sorrowfully waited near his feet, 


Uncertain whether or not he was totally separated | 


from us, we pressed nearer, andhung over his bed 
in the attitude of listening attention : hits lips ceas- 
ed to niove, aud his head was gently sinking on lis 
bosom—we stretched out our hands; but his war- 
fare was accomplished, and the happy spirit had 
taken its everlasting flight.” 

Mr. Fletcher died August &+, 1785. His life 


has been published by Mr. Wesley, and also by Mr. ‘ 


Benson. His principal writings are comprised in 
eizht volumes 12moa, consisting of his Cheeks to 


elitinominunism in six volumes,in which the Cal- @ 


vinistical doctrines of absolute predestination and 
particular redemption are ably discussed and refut- 
et, and the doctrines of Christ established ; his 
Appeal to matter of fact,in which the doctrine of 
total depravity is substantiated ; and his Portrait 
of St. Paul, displaying the exeellence of Christian- 
ity. 
A shart shetch of the life and labors of the late 
Rev. Dr. COKE, one of the Bishops of the 
Methodist Church. 


HAVING recently received the unweleome ti- 
dings ofthe death of this eminent man, we shall here 
lay before our readers a few particulars respecting 
him, taken principally fom the annual minutes ; 
which must suffice until some more full accounts 
ean be received. 

Dr. 'T'Homas Coxe was born at Breeon, in South 
Wales, October 9th, 1747. His father wasa phy- 
sician, and died when the Doctor was young. He 
received the early part of his education at a public 

rammar school, from whence he removed to Je- 
sus @ollege, Oxford, where he graduated. He soon 
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after received the degree of Doctor of Laws, and 
when only twenty-five years of age, he filled the of- 
fice of chief magistrate in the corporation of his 
native place. While at the University, he was a 
deist, and is said to have been awakened to a sense 
of truth, and the need of regeneration, by reading 
a treatise wrifttenby Dr. Witherspoon. He was cu- 
rate, first of Road, and afterwards of South-Peth- 
erton, both in Somersetshire. 

August 13th, 1776, he had his firstinterview with 
Mr. Wesley, which Mr. Wesley had taken remark- 
able notice of in his Journal, vol. 5, ps 23. 


August, 1777, having been dismissed from his 
curacy, he attended the Conferen Brito, and 
afterwards accompanied Mr. Wesleytpon a tour in- 
to Cornwall. 

In 1778, his name first appeared in the printed 
minutes of the British Conference; and in 1780, 
he was Mr. Wesley’s assistant in the London circuit. 

In 178%, he sailed for the United States in com- 
pany with Messrs. Whatcoat and Vasey ; and two 
years after, he sailed for Nova Scotia, in company 
with Messrs. Warrener, Clark and Hamet ; but 
after enduring the most terrible tempests for thir- 
teen weeks, they were driven to the West-Indies. 
Here he visited many of the islands and establish- 
ed missions in them, after which he returned to the 
United States. From this time he was constantly 
engaged in the business of missions and in mission- 
ary labors, Perhaps no man ever encountered 
more perils of the sea for the spread of the gospel, 
than Dr. Coke. He has erossed, fourteen times, 
the Atlantic ocean, besides making many ether 
voyages. 

In 1804, he visited for the last time, the United 
States; aud after his return to England, he mar- 
ried, in #805, Miss Smith of Bradford, ia Wilt- 
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shire, who died, 1840, in London. In 1814, he mar- 
ried Miss Loxdale, at Liverpool, who died, 1812. 

He bad for along time wished to visit Asia, and 
preach the gospel to some of the heathens of that 
vast quarter of the globe ; and in December 34, 
1813, he sailed in company with six other preach- 
ers fur the island of Ceylon. On this oceasion he 
writes thusin his Journal: « My divine call to A- 
sia has been so indisputably clear, that if all hu- 
man aid had been withheld, l should have been o- 
bliged to have thrown every thing into the hands 
of God, and to have said, Here Zam, send me te 
Asia.’’ 

In the wh f this voyage, he seemed to live 
with his mindMfixed on that. passage, Eph. v. 16, 
«* Redeeming the time.’ Hehad no idle moment, 
though ina ship: the work in which he was engag- 
ed, next to communion with God, oecupied his at- 
tention. Every action of the day, tended to for- 
ward the work of God in Asia. inthe beginning 
of the voyage, he corrected part of the Old and 
New Testament of the Portuguese Vulgate, aud 
intended printing it on his arrival at Ceylon. But 
when reflecting on the importance of setting the 
press for the Old and New-Testaments, and the in- 
fancy of their work, it was thought proper to de- 
fer that for a time, and begin with something of 
less magnitude ; such as Tracts, Hymns, &e. ‘This 
being determined, the Doctor began to write hymns, 
sermons, and other pieces, in the Portuguese lan- 
guage. In the midst of these exercises he greatly 
rejoiced, and was often heard to praise God, who 
had thus far opened his way to the East, 

But it was in this mission, that it pleased God to 
remove him from the church here on earth, to the 
rest that remains for his people. His great-dili- 
gence inlabors, particularly when near the line, is 
thought tohave injured his health; being teo se- 
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vere for a man of his years in a hot climate. His 
strength diminished, but his zeal increased; and 
his Jast days were employed in earnest addresses 
to the Lord Jesus Christ in favor of perishing sin- 
ners. 

‘'uesday, May 3, Deetor Coke was found dead 
inhis eabin. His friends were not permitted to 
hear his dying instructions, but those le had given 
in bis life-time, both by precept and example, will 
be long remembered. His death, though a loss to 
his friends and the eause of Ged, to himself is in- 
finite gain. He died in the work of God, with bis 
soul fixed with an ardent zeal for the enlargement 
of his church, and the divine glory. Fer some 
time before his death, it appeared that he had no 
desire to live, but to see the gospel established in 
Asia. He frequently observed, that he had given 
up his life to Asia ; and it is astonishing with what 
assiduity he pursued his object. ‘Though near six- 
ty-seven years of age, he acquired ina short time 
sucha knowledge of the Portuguese language. that 
he had written many sermons in it, and translated 
many hymns. It is remarkable, that the last day 
of his life was spent in the labors of the gospel. 
‘bus did he 

** His body with his charge lay down, 
And cease at once to work and live.” 

Dr. Coke’s principal writings eonsist in his com- 
mentary on the Bible, in six volumes 4to. which is 
a valuable work ; also a number of sermons, and 
several small tracts on religious subjects. ** Blessed 
are the dead that die in the Lerd.” 
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THE GRAVE-YARD. 


_ HERE is the last stage of life’s journey ; here 
ia the last rendezvous of suffering mortals: here is 
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a safe retreat from the shafts of malice, the flames |) 
of persecation, and from all the pointed perils of a § 
fleeting and uncertain life. Here, after noble and 
ignoble views; after every ardent wish; after | 
fondly pursuing every fleeting object ; we behold F 
their final issue. Here rests the poor slave, for- @% 
getful of his toils and galling yoke, equally accom. F 
modated with his oppressor. Here the poor and § 
the rich lie down together, and the servant is free | 
from his master. In this house appointed for all © 
living, are those, who. while life remained, were at § 
enmity, and perhaps died with bitterness in their 3 
hearts;but lo! now their friendly ashes claim kindred | 
and mingle together in thedust. How mournful is § 
this silent habitation. Here we behold the aged § 
sire, the tender iafant, and the blooming youth, 
bound inthe cold fetters of death, from whence 
they shall not be released until the heavens are no 
more. Here, prostrate in the dust, lie the degraded 
relics of soaring mortals ; where, by viewing the | 
awful end of all flesh, we are admonisiied to re- | 
member the transient vision of terrestrial great- | 
ness, and act so as to be prepared for those untried 
and eternal scenes of existence, which await us in 
another world. 


oR Pewee: 


DR. Partsu, in his geographical description of 
Upper Canada, tells us that ** Methodism, ineul- 
eated by travelling preachers, is the prevailing re- 
ligion :” a cireumstance which he appears very 
much to regret ; and he is pleased to add, that ma- 
ny of these preachers are “ exceptionable in their 
lives.’ We know not on what authority this last 
assertion is founded ; but we will take upon us to 
say. and maintain, thatit is utterly untruc, Meth- 
odism is indeed the prevailing religion of Upper 
Canada; and although some ef the Methodist 
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missionaries who have been instruments of estab- 
lishing it, do not possess the advantages of a clas- 
sieal education, yet we believe that in their reli- 
gious character, they would bear to be set in com- 
petition with ministers in other places, not execp- 
ting Dr. Parish himself. ‘Phe missionaries of Up- 


per Canada belong to one of the Annuat Confer- 


Fences inthe United States, where their eharacters 


and manner of life are stricily examined at each 
necting ; and we may challenge the Doctor to pro- 
duce a single instauce, cither in Canada cr any 
other place, in which a preacher of an exeeptiona- 
ble character has been continued ig the Methodist 
connexion, The preachers of whom he speaks, are 
required, not only to be men who have given satis- 
factory evidence of their christian experience, but 
men whe daily live in conformity to the rules of 
scripture morality as a proof that their experience 
is genuine, and that they do in reality enjoy what 
they profess. They are not permitted to attend 
ball rooms and theatres, after the unworthy exam- 
ple of some clergymen who might be named ; nor 
are they expected, in the dominions of Britain or 
America, to spend the days appointed for solemn 
fasting, in prostituting the pulpit for the politieal 
purpose of uttering incoherent philipics against the 
government that proteets them. Were they to do 
these things, we belicve the Doctor would have 
more cause, though less ineliuation, to censure 
them, than he now has. 

As Br. Parish’s Geography eentains but little 
more, and in seme instanees less, than Dr. Morse’s 
Abridgment contains, some have been led to in- 
quire, what was his object in publishing it? If it: 
was to obtain an opportunity for defaring religious 
denominations, who have ventured to differ from 
him in opinion concerning some coniroverted points 
of doctrine, we think his pen might have been bet- 
ter employed. 
















A SHORT HISTORY OF PERSECUTION. 


«+ Persecution for conscience sake,’ says Dr. 
Doddridge, ‘1s every way inconsistent, beeause, 4. 
It is founded on an absurd supposition, that one 
man has aright to judge for another in matters of 
religion. 2. It is cyidentiy opposite to that funda- 
neotal principle of morality, that we should doto 
others as we could reasonably desire they should do 
tous. 3. ft is by no means ealeulated to answer 
the end whieh its patrons profess to intend by it. 
+, Tt evidently tends to preduce a great deal cf 
mischicfand confusion in the world. 5. The ehris- 
tian religion must, humanly speaking, be not only 
aisivacted, but destroyed, should persecuting prin- 
eivies universally prevail. 6. Persecution is so far 
from being required or encouraged by the gospel, 
that it is most direetly contrary to many of its pre- 
cepis, and indeed to the whole of it.’ 

«The chief objects who have fallen a prey to 
this diabolical spirit, have been chrisiians ; ashort 
aceount of Whose sufferings we shall here give, 
as persecuted by Jews, heathens, and those of the 
same name. 

‘©, Perseeulions of the christians by the Jews. 
Here we need not be copious, as the New Testa- 
ment will inform the reader more particularly hew 
the first christians suffered for the cause of truth. 
Jesus Christ himself was exposed to it in the great- 
‘stdegree. The four evangelists record the dread- 
ful seenes’, which need not here be enlarged on. 
After his death, the apostles suffered every evil 
which the malice of the Jews could invent, and 
their mad zeal execute. They who read the Acts 
of the Apostles, will find that, like their Master, 
they were despised and rejected of men, and treated 
with the ulmost indignity and contempt, 
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«II, Persecution of christians by the hetthen. 
‘Listorians usually veckon ten general persecutions, 
She first of which was under Nero, thirty-one years 
after our Lord’s ascension, when that Emperor, 
© having set fire to the city of Rome, threw the odi- 
fum of that exeerable action on the christtans. 
ee Kirst, those were apprehended who openly avowed 
© themselves to be of that sect; then by them were 
diseovered an immense multitude, all of binges. i 
were convicted. Their death and tortures were a 
gravated by cruel derision and sport ; for ite 
were either covered with the skins of wild beasts, 
| and torn in pieces by devouring dogs. or fastened to 
"crosses, and wrapped up in combustible garments, 
9 that, when the day light failed, they might, like 
torches, serve to dispel the darkness of the night. 
| For this tragical spectacle Nero lent his own gar- 
dens ; and exhibited at the same time ihe publie 
diversions ef the circus ; sometimes driving a char- 
iot in person, and sometimes standing as a specta- 
tor, while the shrieks of women burning to ashes 
supplied music for his ears.—2. The second gene- 
ral persecution was under Domitian, in the year 95, 
when+0,000weresu pposedtohave sufferedmartyrdom. 
—3. The third began in the third year of T rajan, 
in the year 100, and was carried on with great vio- 
lence for several years.—4+. The fourth was under 
Antoninus, when ‘the christians were banished from 
their houses, forbidden to show their heads, re- 
proached, beaten, hurried from place to place, plun- 
dered, imprisoned, and stoned.—5, The fifth began 
in the year 197, under Severus, when great cruelties 
were committed. In this reign happened the mar- 
tyrdom of Perpetua and Felicitas, and their come 
parions. Perpetua had an infant at the breast, and 
Felicitas was just delivered, at the time of their 
being put to death. These two beautiful and ami- 
B 
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able young women, mothers of infant children, af. 
ter suffering much in prison, were exposed before 
an insulting multitude, to a wild cow, who mangled 
their bodies in a most horrid manner : after which 
they were carried to a conspicuous place and put 
to death by the sword.—6. ‘The sixth began with 
the reign of Maximinus, in 255.7. The seventh, 
which was the most dreadful ever known, began in 
250, under the emperor Decius, when the christians 
were in all places driven from their habitations, 
stripped of their estates, tormented with racks, &c. 
—S8. The eighth began in 257, under Valerian. 
Both men and women suffered death, some by 
scourging. some by the sword, and some by fire. 
9, ‘The ninth was under Aurelian, in 274 3 but this 
was inconsiderable, compared with the others be- 
fore-mentioned —10. ‘The tenth began in the nin- 
teenth year of Dioelesian, 505. In this dreadful 
persceution, wiich lasted ten years, houses filled 
with christians were set on fire ; and whole droves 
were tied together with ropes and thrown into the 
sea. It is related that 17,000 were slain in one 
month’s time ; and that, during the continuance of 
this perseeution, in the province of Kgypt alone, 
no less than 144,000 christians died by the violence 
of their persecutors ; besides 700,000 that died 
through the fatigues of banishment, or the public 
work to which they were condemned. 

‘IT, Persecution of christians by these of. the 
same name. Numerous were the persecutions of 
different seets from Constantine’s time to the ref- 
ormation ; but when the famous Martin Luther a- 
rose, and opposed the errors and ambition of the 
church of Rome, and the sentiments of this good 
man began to spread, the Pope and his clergy join- 
ed all their forces to hinder their progress. A 
general council of the clergy was called : this was 
the famous council of Trent, which was held for 
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of 
near eighteen successive years, for the ptrpose of 
establishing popery. in greater splendor, and pre- 
venting the reformation. ‘The friends to the ret- 
ormation were anathematized and excommunicated, 
and the life of Luther was often in danger, though 
at last he diedin the bed of peace. From time to 
time innumerable schemes were laid to overthrow 
the reformed ehurch, and wars were set on foot for 
the same purpose. ‘The invincible Armada, as tt 
was vainly called, had the same end in view. he 
inquisition, whieh was established in the 12th een- 
tury against the Waldenses, was now more eifeetu- 
ally set at work. ‘Terrible persecutions were ecar- 
ried on in various paris of Germany, and even in 
Bohemia, which continued about thirfy years, and 
the blood of the saints was said io fiow tike rivers 
of water. ‘The countries of Poland, Lithuania, 
and Hungary, were ina similar manner, deluged 
with Protestant bleod. In 
HOLLAND, 
and in the other low countries, for many years, 
the most amazing cruelties were exercised under 
the merciless and unrelenting hand of the Span- 
jiards, to whom the inhabitants of that part of the 
world were then in subjection. Father Paul cb- 
serves that these Belgic martyrs were 50,000; but 
Grotius and ethers observe that they were 100,000, 
who suffered by the hand of the executioner. 
Herein, however, Satan and his agents failed of 
their purpose ; for in the issue great part of the 
Netherlands shook off the Spanish yoke, and erec- 
ted themselves into a separate and independent 
state ; which has ever since been considered as one 
of the principal Protestant countries of the Uni- 
verse. 
FRANCE. 

No country, perhaps, hasever produced more 

martyrs than this. After many cruelties had been 






























































exercised against the Protestants, there was a most 
viclent persecution of them in the year 1572, in 
the reign of Charles IX. Many of the prineipal 
Protestants were invited to Paris under a solemn 
oath of safety, upon the oceasion of the marriage 
of the king of Navarre with the French king’s 
sister. The queen dowager of Navarre, a zealous 


Protestant, however, was poisoned by a pair of 


gloves befure the marriage was solemnized. Co- 
ligni, admiral of France, was basely murdered in 
bis own house, and then thrown out of the window 
to gratify the malice of the duke of Guise: his 
head was afterwards cut off, and sent to the king 
and queen-mother ; and his body, after a thousand 
indignities offered to it, hung up by the feet on a 
sibbet. After this the murderers ravaged the whole 
eity of Paris,and butchered,in three days, above 
ten thousand lords, gentlemen, presidents, and peo- 
ple of all ranks. A horrible scene of things, says 
‘Thuanus, when the very streets and passengers re- 
sounded with the noise of those that met together 
for murder and plunder : the groans of those who 
were dying, and the shrieks of sueh as were just 
going to be butehered, were every where heard ; 

the bodies of the slain thrown out of the windows ; 
the courts and chambers of the houses filled with 

them ; the dead bodies of others dragged through 
the streets ; their blood running down the channels 
in such plenty, that torrents seemed to empty them- 
selves in the neighdoring river : ina word, an in- 
pumerable multitude of men, women with child, 
maidens and children, were all involved in one com- 
mon destruction ; and the gates and entrances of 
the king’s palace all besmeared with their blood. 
From the eity of Paris the massaere spread through- 
out the whole kingdom. In the city of Meaux 
they threw above two hundred into gaol ; and, af- 
ter they had ravishod and killed a great number of 
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women, and plundered the houses of Protestants, 
they executed their fury on these they had impris- 
oned ; and ealling them one by one, they were 
killed, as Thuanus expresses, like sheep in a mar- 
ket. In Orleans they murdered above five hundred 
men, women and*children, and enriched themselves 
with their spoil. The same cruelties were practis- 
ed at Angers, ‘Troyes, Bourges, La Charite, and 
especially at Lyons, where they inhumanly destroy- 
ed above eight hundred Protestants ; childrea hang- 
ing on their parents’ necks ; parents embracing 
their children 5; putting ropes about the necks of 
some, dragging them through the streets, and 
throwing them, mangled, torn and half dead, into 
the river. According to Thuanus, above 30,000 
Protestants were destroyed in this massacre ; or, 
as others affirm, above 100,000. But what aggra- 
vates these scenes with stil] greater wantonness and 
cruelty, was, the manner in which the news was re~ 
eecived at Rome. When the letters of the Pope’s 
legate were readin the assembly ef cardinals, by 
which he assured the pope that all was transacted 
by the express will and command of the king, it 
was immediately deereed that the pope should 
march with his cardinals to the church of St. Mark, 
and in the most solemn manner give thanks to God 
for so great a blessing conferred on the see of 
Rome and the christian world; and that on the 
Monday after, solemn mass should be celebrated in 
the church of Minerva, at which the pope, Grego- 
ry XIE. and cardinals were present ; and that a 
jubilee should be published throughout the whole 


christian world, and the cause of it declared ‘to be, 


to return thanks to God for the extirpation of the 

enemies of the truth and church in France. In 

the evening the cannon of St. Angelo were fired 

to testify the publie joy; the whole city illumin- 
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ated with bonfires ; and no one sign of rejoicing o- 
mitted that was usually made for the greatest vic- 
tories obiained in favor of the Roman chureh !! ! 

‘¢ But all these persecutions were, however, far 
exceeded in cruelty by those which took place in 
the time of Louis XIV. it cannot be pleasant to 
any mai’s feelings, who has the least humanily, to 
recite these dreadful scenes of horror, cruelty and 
devasiation ; but to show what superstition, bigot- 
ry and fanaticism, are capable of producing, and 
for the purpose of holding up the spirit of perse- 
cution to contempt, we shall here give as concise a 
detail as possible. ‘The troopers, soldiers and drag- 
oons went into (he Protestants’ houses, where they 
marred and defaced their household stuff; breke 
their looking glasses and other utensils ; threw a- 
bout their corn and wine ; sold what they could not 
destroy : and thus, in four or five days, the Protes- 
tants were stripped of above a million of money. 
But this was not the worst : they turned the dining 
rooms of gentlemen into stables for horses, and 
treated the ewners of the houses where they quar- 
tered with the greatest cruelty, lashing them about, 
not suffering them to eat or drink. When they 
saw the blood and sweat run down their faces, they 
sluiced them with water, and putting over their 
jieads kettle drums turned upside down,theymade a 
continual din upon them till these unhappyereatures 
jest their senses. At Negreplisse, a town near 
Montaubon, they hung up Isaac Favin, a Protestant 
eitizen of that place, by his arm-pits, and torment- 
ed him a whole night by pinching and tearing off 
his flesh with pincers. They made a great fire 
round about a boy, twelve years old, who, with 
hands and eyes lifted up to heaven, cried out, « My 
God, help me !” and when they found the youth re- 
solved fo die rather than reneunce his religion, 
they snatehed him from the fire just as he was on 
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the point of being burnt. Io several places the 
soldiers applied red hot irons to the hands and feet 
of men, and the breasts of women. At Nantes, 
they hung up several women and maids by their feet, 
and others by their arm pits. They bound moth- 
ers, that gave suck, to posts, and let their sucking 
infants lie languishing in their sight for several 
days and nights, crying and gasping for life. Some 
they bound before a great fire, and, being half 
FE roasted, let them go; a punishment worse than 
death. Amidst a thousand hideous cries, they hung 
up men and women by the hair, and some of them 
by their feet, on hooks in chimneys, and smoked 
them with wisps and wet hay till they were suffo- 
cated. They tied some under the arms with ropes, 
and plunged them again and again inte wells ; they 
bound others, put them to the torture, and with a 
funnel! filled them with wine till the fumes of it took 
} away their reason, when they made them say they 
'  eonsented to be Catholics. They stripped them 
naked, and after a thousand indignities, stuck them 
with pins and needles from head to foot. In some: 
¢ places they tied fathers and husbands to their bed- 
i posts, and before their eyes ravished their wives 
: and daughters with impunity. They blew up men 
and women with bellows till they burst them. If 
any, to eseape these barbarities, endeavored to save 
themselves by flight, they pursued them into the 
fields and woods, where they shot them like wild 
beasts, and prohibited them from departing the 
kingdom (a cruelty never practised by Nero and 
Dioclesian) upon pain of confiscation of effeets, the 
galleys, the lash, and perpetual imprisonment. 
With these seenes of desolation and horror, the 
popish clergy feasted their eyes, and made only a 
matter of laughter and sport of them ! 
ENGLAND 
Has also been the seat of much persecution. 
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Though Wickliffe, the first reformer, died peacea- 
bly in his bed, yet such was the malice and spirit of 
persecuting Rome, that his bones were ordered to 
be dug up, “and east on a dug-hill, ‘The remains of 
this excellent man were accordingly dug out of the 
grave, Where they had lain undisturbed four-and- 
forty years. His bones were burnt, and the ashes 
east into an adjoining brook. In the reign of Hen- 
ry Vill. Bilney, Baynam, and many other reform- 
ers, were burnt ; but when queen Mary came to the 
throne, the most severe perseeutions teok place. 
HIooper and Rogers were burnt in a_ slow fire. 
Saunders was cruelly tormented a long time at the 
stake before he expired. ‘Taylor was put into a 
barrel of pitch, and fire set to it. Eight i!lustri- 
ous persons, among whom was Ferrar, bishop of 
St. David's, were sought out, and burnt by the in- 
famous Bonner ina few days. Sixty-seven persons 
were this year, A. D. 4555, barnt, amongst whom 
were the famous Protestants Bradford, Ridley, 
Latimer and Philpot. In the following year, 1556, 
eighty-five persons were burnt.’ Several females 
suffered ; among whom was a woman led to the 
stake near the time of her delivery, and the violence 
of the flames bursting her body, her child fell inte 
the fire : whieh being snatched out by some of the 
observers more hadean than the rest, the magis- 
trates ordered the babe to be again thrown into the 
flames and burnt, —* Thus even the unborn infant 
was burnt for heresy! O God, what is human na- 
ture when left to itself! Alas! dispositions fero- 
eious as infernal then reigned, and usurped the 
breast of man! The queen erected a commission 
eourt, which was followed by the destruction of 
near eighty more. Upon the whole, the number 
of those who suffered death for the reformed reli- 
gion in this reign, were no less than two hundred 
and: scyenty-seven persons; of whom were five 














Pag 





RR igs By dames Fy 
















a7 


bishops, twenty-one clergymen, eight gentlemen, 

eighty-four tradesmen, one hundred husbandmen, 
laborers and servants, fifty-five women, and four 
children. Besides these, there were fifty-four more 
under persecution, seven Of whom were whipped, 
and sixteen perished in prison. Nor was the reign 
of Elizabeth free from this persecuting spirit. If 
any one refused to conform to the least cerémony 
in worship, he was cast into prison, where many of 
the most excellent men in the land perished. ‘Two 
Protestant Anabaptists were burnt, and many ban- 
ished. She also, it is said, put two Brownists to 
death ; and though her whole reign was distin- 
guished for its political prosperity, yet it is evident 
she did not understand the rights of conscience ;* 
for it is said that more sanguinary laws were made 
in her reign than in any of her predecessors’, and 
her hands were stained both with the blood of Pa- 
pists and Puritans. James I. sueceeded Elizabeth : 
he published a proclamation, commanding all Prot- 
estants to conform strictly and without any excep- 
tion to all the rites and ceremonies of the ehurch 
of England. Above five hundred clergy were im- 
mediately silenced, or degraded for not complying. 
Some were excommunicated, and some: were ban- 
ished the country, _ ‘he dissenters were distressed, 
censured, and fined in the Star-chamber. ‘Two per- 
sons were burnt for heresy, one at Smithfield, and 
the other at Litchfield. 

‘‘ Worn out with endless vexations and unceasing 
perseeutions, many retired into Holland, and from 
thence to America. It is witnessed by a judicious 
historian, that, in this and some following reigns, 
22,000 persons were banished from England, by 
persecution, to America. In Charles the First’s 
time, arose the persecuting Laud, who was the oc- 


* Rather, did not regard them, 
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easion of distress to numbers. Dr. Leighton, for 
writing a book against the hierarchy, was fined ten 
thousand pounds,perpetual imprisonment, and whip- 
ping. He was whippedyand then placed in the pil- 
lory; one of his ears cut off; one side of his nose 
slit; branded on the cheek with a red hot iron, with 
the letters S. S.; whipped a seeond time, and pla- 
eed in the pillory. A fortnight afterwards, his sores 
being yet uacured, he had the other ear cut off, the 
other side of his nose slit, and the other eheek bran- 
ded. He continued in prisen till the long partia- 
ment set him at liberty.” William Prynn, a barris- 
ter, was treated in a similar manner. “ Nor were 
the Presbyterians, when their government came to 
be established in England, free from the charge of 
perseeution. in 1645 an ordinance was publistied, 

subjecting all who preached or wrote against the 
Presbyterian directory for publie worship, to a fine 
not exceeding 50 pounds ; and imprisonment for a 

year, for the third offence, in using the episcopal 
book of common prayer, even in a private family. 
In the following year the Presbyterians applied to 
parliament, pressing them to enforce uniformity in 
religion, and to extirpate popery, prelacy, heresy, 
schism, &e. ; but their petition was rejected ; yet, 
in 1648, the parliament, ruled by them, published 
an ordinance against heresy, and determined that 
any person who maintained, published, or defended 
the following errors, should suffer death. ‘These 
errors were, 1. Denying the being of a God.—.2. 
Denying his omnipresence, omniscience, &c.—53. 
Denying the Trinity in any way.—%. Denying that 
Christ had two natures.—5. Denying the resurree- 
tion, the atonement, the scriptures. In Charles the 
Second’s reign the act of uniformity passed, by 
which 2,000 clergymen were deprived of their ben- 
efices. Then followed the conventicle act, and thie 
Oxford act, under which, it is said, 8,000 persons 


ER 


. a 3A a al icate Te eee : 
* FS NAS er *. 4 er hey es amy 
2 Te eR ARN apenas PTE ae 


ee ere . 
Re 


pee R Sis 





" Sor pass ia 
CP Ae - o 

r Me certs Sy. ro Dae bors Ng 
Spite. MRS AES RES Bad's BA, 








ce ere 



































39 





were imprisonsd and reduced to want. and many to 
the grave. In this reign, also, the Quakers were 
much persecuted, and numbers of them imprison- 
ed. Thus we see how England has bled under the 
hands of bigotry and persecution ; nor was tolera- 
: tion enjoyed until William III. came tothe throne, 
; who ean himself a warm friend to the rights of 
conscience. 





IRELAND 
has likewise been drenched with the blood of the 
sl Protestants, forty or fifty thousand of whom were 
2 eruelly murdered in a few days, in different parts of 
4 the kingdom, in the reien of Charles i. It began 
4 onthe 23d of Oct. 1644. Having secured the prin- 
cipal gentlemen, and seized their effects. they mur- 
dered the common people in cold blood, forcing ma- 
ny thousands to fly from their houses and settle- 
ments naked into the begs and woods, where they 
perished with hunger and cold. Some they whip- 
ped to death, others they stript naked, and exposed 
ioshame, and then drove them like herds of swine 
to perish in the mountains: many hundreds were 
drowned in rivers, some had their throats eut, oth- 

ers were dismembered. With some the execrable 
villains made themselves sport, trying who could 
hack the de epest into an Englishman’ s flesh; wives 

and young virgins abused in the presence of their 
nearest relations; may, they taught their children 
to strip and kill the children of the English, and 
dash out their brains against the stones. ‘Thus 
many thousands were massacred in a few days, with- 
out distinction of age, sex, or quality, before they 
suspected their danger, or had time to provide for 
their defence. 

SCOTLAND, SPAIN, Ec. 

“ Besides the above-mentioned persecutions.there 
a have been several others carried on in different 
: parts of the world, Scotland for many ycurs to- 
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ether has been the scene of cruelty and bloodshed, 
till it was delivered by the monareh at the revolu- 
tion. Spain, Italy. and the valley ef Piedmont, and 
other piaees, have been the seats of much persecu- 
tion. Popery we see has had the greatest hand in 
this mischievous work. It has to answer, also, for 
the lives of millions of Jews, Mahommedans, and 
Barbarians. When the Moors conquered Spain in 
the eighth century, they allowed the christians the 
free exercise of their religion; but in the fifteenth 
century, when the Moors were overcome, and Fer- 
dinand subdued the Moriseoes, the descendants ef 
the above Moors, many thousands, were foreed to be 
baptized, or burnt, massaered or banished, and their 
children sold for slaves; besides innumerable Jews, 
who shared the same cruelties, chiefly by means of 
the infernal courts of Inquisition. A worse slaugh- 
ter, if possible, was made among the natives of 
Spanish America, where fifteen millions are said 10 
have been sacrificed to the genius of popery in a- 
bout forty years. It has been computed that fifty 
millions of Protestants have at different times been 
the victims of the persecutions of the Papists, and 
put to death for their religious opinions. Well, 
therefore, might the inspired penman say, that at 
mystic Babylon’ s destruction “ was found in her 
the blood of prophets, of saints, and of all that 
was slain upon the earth.” Rey. xviii. 24. 

** To conclude this article. Who can pursue the 
account here given without feeling the most pain- 
ful emotions, and dropping a tear oyer the madness 
and depravity of mankind? Does it not show us 
what human beings are capable of, when influenced 
by superstition, bigotry and prejudice ? Have not 
these baneful prejudices metamorphosed men inte 
infernals; and entirely extinguished all the feelings 
of humanity, the dictates ef conseience, and the 
voiee of reason? Alas! what has sin done, to make 
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mankind such eurses to one another? Merciful 
God ! by thy great power suppress the worst of all 
evils, and let truth and love, meekness and forbear- 
ance prevail.” 

From the foregoing account, taken principally 
from the works of Mr. Buck, we may see the Gire 
effects of monarchy, aristocracy, bigotry, supersti- 
tion, ignorance and cruelty: which are often and 
generally found united together in every country 
where religion is established by law, and church and 
state blended together. It is hoped these melan- 
choly faets will serve as a warning to our fellow 
citizens in this happy land, to prize their liberties, 
and to guard against the very appearance of inno- 
vation and oppression. 
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i REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 

E IN the town of Malden, near Boston, God has 

) been pleased te pour upon the people the spirit of 
» his grace. During the past season, forty or fifty ~ 
( personsare said to have experienced religion, and 


» upwards of thirty to have joined the Methodist So- 
> ciety. Inthe town of Nortiifield, N. H. the peo- 
ple have been visited with a similar display of di- 
Vine mercy, and a number have been baptized in 
the name of the Lord Jesus, and added to the 
chureh, In New-Salisbury, Deerfield, and a part 
of New- Market and Lee, some revivals have taken 
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| place among the Baptist brethren. May the time 
m to favor Zion soon arrive. 
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An extract from Saurin. 


; ‘“ NOTHING remains in coneluding this dis- 
5 course buito ask you, what are your intentions ? 
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What designs have you formed ? What projects do 
you resolve to pursue ? What are your aims ? Have 
you any thing more precious than your souls ? Can 
you conceive a nobler hope than that of being sav- 
ed? Can you propose a more advantageous end 
than your own salvation? @an you persuade your- 
selves that there is a greater felicity than the fra- 
ition of God ? Will you destroy yourselves? Do 
you renounce those delightful hopes, that are set 
before you in the gospel? And shail all the fruit of 
our ministry be to accuse and confound you before 
God ? 

“ Young man, thou mayest live fifty or sixty 
years: but at the expiration of those fifty er sixty 
year's, time finishes and eternity begins. People of 
mature age, your race is partly run; ten, fifteen 
or twenty years more, through the dissipations and 
employments inseparable from your lives, will van- 
ish with inconceivable rapidity ; and then, time 
finishes and eternity begins with you. And ye old 
people, a few years, a few months, a few days more, 
and behold your race is at anend; behold, your 
time finishes and your eternity begins. And ean 
we resist this idea! Alas! what heart! what 
christians ! what a church !” 


ee O Gece 


DR. M’Farwanp, in his * Historical View of 
the Heresies,’ seems desirous of placing the Meth- 
odists ‘a his heretics. He tells us in page 477, 
that. ecide the Arminian system, which has 
been the religious belief of many inthe New-Eng- 
land states. the present age has witnessed the revi- 
valof the Pelagian and Semi-Pelagian dectrine, in 
th. ~ Wesleynu Methodists, and a sect of Baptists 
who are commonly called Free-wilers.”” He also 
adds. in this connexion, we may also consider the 
Quakers, a seet which appeared first in England, 
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about the middle of the seventeenth century ; and 
though it never made any great progress in b.urope, 
yet a considerable number of people in the United 
States have adopted this plan of doctrine.” Before 
we proceed to make any remarks on his erroneous 
and injurious representations, we shall place before 
our readers the Pelagian doctrines or artictes of 
faith. as given by Mr. Back in his Theological Dic- 
tionary; which are as follows: 4. ‘That Adam was 
by nature mortal, and whether he had sinned or nof, 
would eertainly have died._2. ‘That the conse- 
quenees of Adam’s sin were confined to his own 
person.—-3. ‘T'L.at new-born infants are in the same 
situation with Adam before the fal].—4. That the 
Jaw qualified men for the kingdom of heaven, and 
was founded on equal promises with the gospcl.— 
5. ‘That the general resurrection of the dead does 
not follow in virtue of our Saviour’s resurrection. 
—6. That the grace of God is given according to 
our merits.—7. That this grace is not granted for 
the performance of every moral act; the liberty of 
the will and information in points of duty being - 
sufficient.——Now we must be permitted to say, 
that the Pelagian system, as contained in the fore- 
going articles, not only makes no part of the Meth- 
odist doctrine, but that it is in direet epposition to 
it. Ia regard to the first article, the Methotists 
hold that Adam was made mortal by sin, and that 
had he not sinned he would have enjoyed a continu- 
anee of life. Inregard to the second and third, 
they hold, that in consequence of Adam’s sin, all 
mankind are totally depraved or corrupted, having 
by nature no goodness ; and that by his sin they are 
all made subject to death. In opposition te the 
fourth, they hold that by the deeds of the law no 
jlesh can be justified. but that. mankind are to be 
justified in this life by faith only, and that all who 
are ever saved are saved by the merit of Christ. 
Respecting the fifth, they hold, that since by man 
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[| Adam} came death, by man [Christ] came also the 
resurrection of the deod. In direct opposition to 
the sixth, they hold that on the part of man there 
neitner is, nur ean be, any thing meritorious ; and 
tha: we can do nething without the grace of God. 
Conceraing the seventh, the Methodists hold that 
man has by pature no freedom of will to do good 5 
that free ageney is given by means of the Li cht 
this i lighteth every man; and that we need the 
grace of God for ine performanee of every moral 
ati. 

‘he leading principles of the Semi-Pelagians, 
according to Mr. — oy vihers, are contained in 
the fostowing articles . Pnat God did not dis- 
peuse his graee to one more than another, in conse- 
quenee of | predestination, i, e. an eternal and abso- 
Juie deeree, but was oh sone to save all men, if they 
wouldcomply with the terms of his gospel.—g, 
‘That Christ died for all men.—3. That the grace 
purchased by Christ, and necessary to salvation, 
wis offered to all men.—4. That man, before he 
received grace, was capable of faith and holy de- 
sires.——5. ‘Chat man was born free, and was. conse- 
quently, eapable of resisting the influences of grace, 
or of complying with its suggestions.—The three 
first of these articles agree with the doctrine of the 
Methodists : the two last they utterly deny. They 
huld that we are required to do works meet for re- 
pentance, which are, however, performed only by 
the grace of God assistingus ; but that no works 
previous to justification, in a strict christian sense, 
are good ; much less do they hold that man, before 
he receives grace, is capable of faith and holy de- 
sires. Sueh an idea is as far from Methodism as 
itcan be from Calvinism. The grace of God, 
which hath appeared unto all men, enables the erea- 
ture to exercise a certain faith to believe there is a 
God. and that he is a rewarder of those that dili- 
gently seek him; but before this grace shines upon 
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the human heart, it is incapable even of a good de- 
sire. 

Dr. M’Farland tells us, p. 178, that « The opin- 
ions of the Wesleyan Methodists may be collected 
from a platform: which they have published ;” and 
to prove them heretics, he has selected from it two 
passages, which read thus : 

‘+ We have received it as a maxim, that man is 
to do nothing in order tojustification. Nothing can 
be more false. Whoever desires to find favor with 
God. must cease to do evil, and Jearn todo well. 
Whoever repents, must do works meet for repent- 
ance ; aud if this is rot in order to find favor, what 
does he do them for ?”—Again, 

‘¢ God usually gives men a considerable time to 
receive light, to grow in graee, to do and suffer bis 
will, before they are either justified er sanctified.” 

With respect to the first of these passages, we 
observe, that it requires persons to do works meet 
for repentance ; suchas searching the scriptures, 
attending to divine instruction, forsaking sin, &e. ; 
but is far from intimating that these works are. 
meritorious, or that they are, in an evangelical 
sense, good, The idea of receiving light and grow- 
ing in grace, expressed in the second passxge, re- 
fers to certain improvements in light, knowledge, 
anc divine researches, which a sinner, aided ty di- 
vine grace, is capable of making; and relates 
wholly to the work of repentance. 

T’o show that our remarks concerning the doe- 
trine of the Methodists are correct. we shall here 
transcribe the seventh, eighth end ninth of their 
articles of faith, as they stand in their Discipline ; 
which read thus : 

‘¢ Original sin standeth not in the following of 
Adam, as the Pelagians do vaicly talk, but it is the 
corruption of the nature of every man, that natu- 
rally is engendered of the offspring of Adam, 
C2 
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whereby man is very far gone from original right- 
eousness, and of his own nature inclined to evil, 
and that continually.” 

_ © Phe condition of man after the fall of Adam 
is such, that he cannot turn and prepare himself by 
his own natural strength and works of faith,and call- 
ing upon God: Wherefore we have no power todo 
good works,pleasant and acceptable to God, without 
the grace of God by Christ preventing us, that we 
may havea good will, andworking with us when we 
have a good will.” 

‘© We are accounted righteous before God, only 
for the merit of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ 
by faith, and not for our own works or deservings : 
 Wiandiore thet we are justified by faith only,is a 
most wholesome doetrine,and very full of comfort.” 

‘These articles, which so elearly express the ideas 
of the Methodists, the Doctor did not think proper 
to place before his readers. Having asserted, that 
the Methodists had revived the Pelagian doctrine, 
and finding these and other articles of their faith to 
bein opposition to it, he was probably aware that 
the bare mention of them would contradict his as- 
sertion and thwart his design: he therefore found 
it most agreeable to his purpose, instead of exhib- 
iting their articles of faith, to select two short 
fragments from their writiogs which appeared most 
liable to misconstruction. 

From the foregoing quotations and remarks, it 
is evident that the Methodists are far from being 
Pelagians. Nor ean they admit that Dr. M’F. 
is correct in asserting that they have revived the 
doctrine of the Semi-Pelagians. It has been al- 
ready stated, that two articles in that doctrine they 
utterly deny. ‘be re ave three In which the Meth- 
odists and Semi-Pelagians agree, viz.—1. hat 
God is pa ‘ling to save all men, provided they com- 
ply with theierms of his gospel.—2. That Christ 
died Hin all men.—-3. That eternal life is offered 
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to all men. But because the Methodists hold three 
truths in common with the Semi- Pelagians, it nei- 
ther follows that they are Semi-Pelagians, nor that 
they have revived their doctrine. If the Doctor 
thinks they have certainly revived three articles of 
jt, he greatly mistakes : we must inform him that 
these three articles were revived at the commence- 
ment of the christian era, by Christ and his apos- 
tles ; that they have been kept alive during ali sue- 

ceeding ages since that time, and that they will re- 
main when the heavens and earth shall pass away, 

In page 209, Dr. M’F. says, «* The point in dis- 

ute is not, whether mankind have natural power 
to obey God’s commands. This is admitted, by 
Calvinists as well as Methodists.”” Here he dis- 
covers how little he is acquainted with the doctrine 
ef a people whom he tries so much to reproach. 
The Methodists hold that mankind are depraved 
and debilitated ; and that they have nwo power, zat- 
ural or moral, te obey God’s commands, until 
they are enlightened by the Light which lighteth 
every man that cometh into the world. The Calvina-. 
ists hold that all men have a natural power to ful- 
filall God’s requirements. The Methodists hold 
that we have no such power by nature, but that it 
comes by grace, through the merit of Christ.* 
Now we submit it to the eandid and impartial read- 
ers to say, if the Calvinian scheme does not con- 
tain more Pelagianism, than the doctrine of the 
Methodists. 

The only apology which we think the Doetor 
can elaim for publishing such gross mistatements, 
must be founded upon a want of information. Be- 
fore he takes up his pen to write again on this sub- 
ject, we hope he will make hiiaise'f thoreughly ac- 
quainted with the doctrine of the Methodists, and 


*“ For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath 
appearedto all men.” Tit. i. 11. 






























































68 


when he shall have done that, perhaps he will feel 
less inclination to write against them.* 
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FOREKNOWLEDGE OF GOD. 


The following valuable dissertation on the Foreknowl- 
edge of God, by Dr. Abam CLarkg, is taken from 
his Commentary on the Bible, and is worthy the care- 
ful perusal of every person. 


ON that awful subject, the foreknowledge of God, 
something has already been spoken, see ver. 23.{ 
Though it is a subject which no finite nature can 
comprehend, yet it is possible so to understand 
what relates to ws in it, as to avoid those rocks of 
presumption and despondency on which multitudes 
have been shipwrecked. ‘The foreknowledge of 
Gro is never spoken of in reference to himself, but 
in reference to us: in him properly, there is nei- 
ther foreknowledge nor afterknowledge. Omunuis- 
cienee, or the power toknew all things, is an attri- 
bute of God, and exists in him as omnipotence, or 
the power to do all things. He can do whatsoever 
he will ; and he does whatsoever i is fit or proper to 
be done. God cannot have foreknowledge strictly 
speaking, beeause this would suppose that there 
was something coming, ia what we call futurity, 
which had not yet arrived at the presence ef the De- 
ity. Neither can he have any afterkrowledge strict- 
Jy speaking, for this would suppose that something 
that had taken place, in what we call pretereity or 
past time, had now got beyond the presence of the 
Deity. As God exists inall that ean be called eter- 


* We believe Dr. M’Farland’s statements eoncerning 
the Quakers and Freewill Baptists to be very incorrect ; 


bat we shall leave those people to speak for themselves. 
t Thatis, of chap. ii. in Acts, 
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nity, so he is equally every where: nothing can be 
‘ulure to him, beeause he lives in all futurity : 
nothing can be past to him, beeause he equally ex- 
ists inall past time: futurity and pretereity are 
relative terms to us; but they can have no relation 
to that God who dwells in every point of eternity, 
with whom all that is past, all that is present, and 
all that is future to man, exists in one infinite, in- 
divisible, and eternal NOW. As God's omnipo- 
tence implies his power to do all things; so God’s 
omniscienee impites his powerto know all things : 
but we must take heed that we meddle not with the 
infinite free agency of this eternal Being. Though 
God can do all things, he does not do all things. 
Infinite judgment directs the operations of his pow- 
er, 80 that though he can, yet he docs not do all 
things, but only such things as are proper to be 
done. In what is called illimitable space, he caz 
make millions of millions of systems ; but he does 
not see proper to do this. He ean destroy the so- 
lar system ; but he does not doit: he ean fashion 
and order, in endless variety, all the different be- 
ings which now exist, whether material, animal, or 
intellectual ; but he does not do this, because he 
does not see it proper to be dene. Therefore, it 
does not follow that because God can do all things, 
that therefore he must do all things. Godis om- 
niscient, and can know all things; but does it fol- 
low from this, that he must know all things? Is he 
not asfree in the volitions of his wisdom, as he is 
in the volitions of his power? God has ordained 
some things as absolutely certain ; those be knews 
as absolutely eertain. He has ordained other 
things as contingent ; these he knows as contin- 
gent. It would be absurd to say, that he foreknows 
a thing as only contingent, which he has made ab- 
Solutely certain. And it would be as absurd to say, 
that he foreknows a thing to be absolutely certain, 
which in his own eternal counsel he has made con- 
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dingent. By absolutely certain, I mean a thing 
whieh must be iv that order, time, place and form, 
in whieh divine Wisdom has ordained it to be ; and 
that it ean be no otherwise than this infinite coun- 
sel has ordained. By contingent, 1 mean such 
things as the infinite wisdom of God has thought 
proper to poise on the possibilily of being or not be- 
ing, leaving it tothe will of intelligent beings to 
turn the seale. To deny this would involve the 
most palpable contradictions, and the most mon- 
strous absurdities. If there be no such things as 
contingencies in the world, then every thing is féa- 
ed and defermined by an unalterable decree and pur- 
pose of God; and not only all free agency is de- 
stroyed, but all agency of every kind, exeept that 
of the Creator himseif ; for on this ground, God is 
the only operator either in time or eternity. All 
created beings are only instruments, and do nothing 
but as impelled and acted upon by this almighty 
and sole Agent. Consequently every act is his own ; 
for if he have purposed them all as absolutely cer- 
tain, having nothing contingent in them, then he 
has ordained them to be so: and if no contingency, 
then no free agency, and God alone is the sole actor. 
Hence, the blasphemous, though, from the premis- 
es, fair conclusion, that God is the author of all 
the evil and sin that are in the world; and hence 
follows that absurdity, that as God ean do nothing 
that is wrong, WHATEVER IS ISRIGHT. Sin is no 
more sin: a vicious human action is no crime, if 
God have decreed it, and by his foreknowledge and 
will impelled the creature to aet it. On this ground, 
there can be no punishment for delinquencies ; for 
if every thing be done as God has predetermined, 
and his determinations must necessarily be all right, 
then neither the instrument nor the agent has done 
wrong. Thus all vice and virtue, praise and blame, 
merit and demerit, guilt and innocence, are at once 
confounded ; and all distinctions of this kind con- 
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founded with them. Now, allowing the doctrine of 
the contingency of human actions, (and it must be 
allowed in order to shun the above absurdities and 
blasphemies) then we see every intelligent creature 
accountable for its own works, and for the use 
jit makes of the power with which God has endow- 
ed it: and to grant all this consistently, we must 
also grant, that God foresees nothing as absolutely 
and inevitably certain, which he has made contin- 
gent ; and because he has designed it to be contin- 
gent, therefore he cannot know it as absolutely and 
juevitably certain. I cenelude that God, although 
omniseient, is not obliged, in consequence of this, 
to know all that he can know ; no more than he is © 
obliged, because he is omnipolent, to do all that he 
can do. 

Ilow many, by confounding the self and free agen- 
ey of God with a sort of continual impulsive ne. 
cessity, have raised that necessity into an all-com- 
manding and over-ruling energy, to whieh God him. 
seif is made subject. Very properly did Milton 
set his damned spirits about such work as this, and - 
has made it a part of their endless punishment. 


Others apart sat on a hill retir’d; 

In thoughts more elevate ; and reason’d high 

Of providence, foreknowledge, will and fate: 

Fix’d fate, free-will, foreknowledge absolute, 

And found xo end in wand’ring mazes lost. 
Parad. Lost, b. ii.1. 557. 
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POETRY. 


PEACE OF MIND. 


COME, peace of mind, delightful guest, 
Return and make thy downy nest 
Once more in this sad heart; 
Nor riches I nor power pursue, 
Nor hold forbidden joys in view, 
-We therefore need not part. 


Where wilt thou dwell, if not with me ? 
From avarice and ambition free, 
And pleasure’s fatal wiles ; 
For whom, alas ! dost thou prepare 
The sweets that I was wont to share, 
The banquet of thy smiles? 


The great, the gay, shall they partake, 

The heaven that thou alone canst make ? 
And wilt thou quit the stream, 

That murmurs through the dewy mead, 

The grove and the sequester’d shade, 
Vo bea guest with them? 


For thee I panted, thee I priz’d, 
For thee I gladly sacrific’d 
Whate’er I lov’d before ; 
And shall I see thee start away, 
And helpless, hopeless, hear thee say, 
Farewell! we meetno more? 
COWPER. 











